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[Abstract] Over the past half century, a large number of bamboo slips and silk books have been unearthed across the
country, which is one of the most important achievements of Chinese archaeology. Among them, the discovery of a large number of
documents on Shushu and Fangji has a significant and profound impact on the research on the origin and formation of traditional
Chinese medicine. Up to now, the number of unearthed bamboo and silk medical texts has exceeded 10 000, of which medical
formulae account for more than 60%. These are important historical materials that cannot be ignored for the current research on the
origin of classical formulae, the historical evolution of classic formulae, formulae composition theory and the elementary morphism
source of Chinese medicines. This article systematically reviews the progress in the discovery, compilation and research of medical
formulae since the 1970s, highlighting that there has been a significant amount of research related to ancient literature surrounding
unearthed medical formulae materials, as well as exploratory clinical application results. Moreover, it showcases the innovative
application of research methods such as data mining and knowledge graph. Overall, the research on unearthed Qin and Han medical
formulae has the most abundant results in textual interpretation, academic origin research, and medical history. Although the
compatibility rules and diagnostic modes are involved, it is mostly based on the traditional literature study, and no breakthrough
results have been achieved. It is necessary to introduce the perspective of historical restoration and use interdisciplinary research to
conduct in-depth exploration. At the same time, combining modern scientific and technological methods to carry out herbal
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archaeology and clinical application of prescriptions and medicines is a direction that can be further explored in the future.

[Keywords] Qin and Han dynasties; formulae; unearthed literature; review; famous classical formulas; compatibility law
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