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[Abstract] Through the combing of ancient books of Chinese herbal medicine in the past dynasties, a
textual research of Coptidis Rhizoma involved the name, origin, medicinal parts, producing area, quality
evaluation, harvesting and processing methods in famous classical formulas was conducted in this paper. After
textual research, the mainstream varieties of Coptidis Rhizoma in the Ranunculaceae family before Tang and

Song dynasties were Coptis chinensis and C. chinensis var. brevisepala, after the Ming and Qing dynasties, C.
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deltoidea, C. teeta and C. omeiensis were gradually praised. In ancient times, the authentic producing area of
Coptidis Rhizoma has the characteristics of gradually moving to the west. The eastern Coptidis Rhizoma was
highly praised in the early stage, while in the later stage, western Coptidis Rhizoma like chicken feet was highly
praised. In the early stage, western Coptidis Rhizoma probably originated from C. chinensis and its genus, while
Coptidis Rhizoma like chicken feet was cultivated, and no wild species has been found so far. As Coptidis
Rhizoma has mixed use of multiple origins in ancient books of past dynasties, based on the current shortage of
market resources in C. teeta and C. deltoidea, there are also endangered and protected plants of C. chinensis var.
brevisepala and C. omeiensis, combined with the mainstream medicines and resources of past generations, it is
recommended to choose C. chinensis as the base of the formulas. In ancient times, there were many processing
methods for Coptidis Rhizoma, such as frying and wine- , ginger- , honey-processed. In the process of
developing famous classical formulas, the appropriate processing specifications of Coptidis Rhizoma should be
selected based on the original source records and the requirements of the medicinal material.

[Keywords] famous classical formulas; Coptidis Rhizoma; herbal textual research; origin; processing;
genuine medicinal materials; harvesting and processing
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Fig. 1 Pictures of Coptidis Rhizoma attached to Chinese materia medica in past dynasties
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K B AF Fh C. brachypetala var. pygmaca Miq.; @ C.
orientalls Mexim. ; @ C. quinquefolia Miq. ( 1 { ¥ [#
&) %) ; G C. trifolia Salisb., # #i Emil
Bretschneider (T E AT 4 ) , h SC 24 o =0 B G%E
1915 A AT AT = FOBH B 1T CRE P 44 10 ) Y i, 8 5%
BAT R 3R, It T X3R4 OcC
anemonaefolia S. et Z., T IN A HEB(ARENH )Y £
BH A S EINHE B iE"; @C. chinensis Franch.
AP A bR AR A )1 3 0 (B H 8 R ), &
T 1897 4E ], H 1897 4F (B % ) ki 4y 4F % )
(Journal de Botanique) " [ “ 5 i% ", P o [H #H 9
WY N B IER ¥ ;O C. teeta Wall., | % C.
occidentalis Auct., i B CHLY T 3C £ # & 51 )b E
ZGF AP N FI) K Giles Allen Herbert it { £ 32 7~ i)
(A Chinese-English Dictionary) " i “ 8 3% 7, 7£ (/4
Yy SCA T RGN URRKEE i SGE R H
M) £ 5 ) h BRI IR Z AP EM Y E T &
MEE. IENCh Y EE) EZIE8/T
T EE % C. teeta Wall. : “Siebold ( 74 8 /R 18 ) $f HAR
Bk Coptis anemonaefolia, H A< Nk T —Fp = nf
T 5 Rl . Porter Smith 4% 15 Hb oK 5 % iR 1 N
Justicia, " [A] B I8 A 48 1 88 3% 04 B2 G 7 M R ) s8R
% . 19294 BT = % 4 H B QU2 5 B4
TR — A b X 3R AR AR B R B AT
TR, & E AT 3R R & AR, B C
anemonaefolia S. et Z., C. chinensis Franch. fl C.
teeta Wall., §l — FAECTH B AR Y ) A il 5%, 5
2T 3 ) e T A 0 ) e A O R e

1931 4y [ b8 22 24 B )% v i 3 3% 1 92 A
FL HAEAR =48 Mo B2 BT Re 4k W 2 0% A
JIHE % A EE B I & T E
B I8 W Coptis teeta Z MR Z5 ) 1Y, & T FeAd: , FRIR
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N HARF = 2Z A%, I8 Coptis teeta 25 2 AR Z5 |
Ao SR BT IR | B T S T L PR D W R
Bl R M EZRR S LIRS MR, 3E
TN 2, T /NBERL Jeffersonia dubia Z HE ZE i
o WA R H AR WA B E R AR
A orp | A 25 2 08 B 4k i, &R W Barkhausia
repens il I o it O TR 490 G5 T VL 24 A A 2R DU AR
5 A % 2 &, HOR IR 8l Chelidonium
majus , % H X BERNTCEER] o A 4 [QIE B B0 [ VY
ZEHEIN AT b s B A M 2 P B AR
TR Z W &N LA, B Bk E A
Corydalis J& .Leontice J& Berberis J& \Justicia J& 55 A
YA B (P AE SRR T A S ).
BUEAMORAR TG Z B DU 2 EVE & 2R
KREZ Yo R =4 65, R 7 2 8% |
Coptis JEFEY) UL 177 Z i w2 BT A
U 3% 7 HE O e ] 30 A 3 1 7 e | DR O 1 R
J5L T 3 U A A LRSI,
WA A % JE X S B Y)W 8 & Picrorhiza
scrophulariiflora Pennell B -1 AR 25 | & 1 RIE i #4
?j . Jeffersonia dubia J& /N B¢ Bl fif ¥ &
Plagiorhegma dubia Maximowicz [ 51| 45 o i ¥ % 43
i e A S I NN U S a3 I [ G O T
Barkhausia repens J& f5 5 % X} 45 B 77 3£ 25 g 55 T i
Ixeris japonica (Burm.fil.) Nakai [ fiy & , LAER A
X224 . Chelidonium majus J& 2388 H JHE 0 &
FJ# 3% C. majus Lour. % %, o Corydalis 72 % SEF}
SR N JE 45, Leontice j& /NEERH R 7w (1 & 44
Berberis & /WEERH/INEEJE (1) )& 4 | Justicia j& 7] B}
IRFHE KRB IR 2 o BRIt Ul B, V8 5 AN 7= 0%
W T 52 5 B RN Y 25 61 35 22, PRI X 3% 17 Bk
J5 A AR 228

1933 4 T 4 O B 198 /D S 20 YRR 118 CRITIX 28 7% )
oA R4 H )P B T 6 Fhw % i 3L, 4 5k
% 85 3% Coptis anemonaefolia S. et Z. . j W 5 % C.
brachypetala S. et Z. 41 M 3% 3% C. brachypetala var.
pygmaca Miq. . K ' % 3% C. orientalls Mexim. , 7.l
¥ 3% C. quinquefolia Miq. Fl = M ¥ i% C. trifolia
Salisb., 1R A& ,3X 2L 35 % B 5 5 1895 4F (2t 1E 3 £h
LER7/ RN i | G S N 5 L
1936 4 (AR BT 7 )0 LA 3 36 1 T 26 2 /i AR 11
LT 4 A AHTRAL KT S S BRI S
AT TGS IF AT S . A UL C. teeta
Wall. N E 1IE 4 , C. occidenlalis Auct. 5 4 ,{Hi%

il 4 AE i LR W ) B e Sk Rl B 7R & T
7 H AR FE JFE N C japonica Makino, C.
quinquefolia Miq. #1 C. trifolia Salisb., 71\ N = /5 ™=
RI¥I Ak C. anemonaefolia S. et Z., 1 P4 JI| A 24 i) 2
C. chinensis Franch.., 1959 4 24 & )V I 28 1Y 5
% FE B AT 3 Fh . D # % C. chinensis Franch., ¥ 4= F
TR VLS WA SR . AR R &
CERAE DU AL YA RS R R R, H
VU A e L — i AR A B 5GE MR R I i A
ACE AL TN (5 = E AL 1R 2K 50 B R
D — AN TR RE W R B RN AT R D A —F L (B
WL D, 2 75 S A 0l A S 0 45 A L, 3 S e B
JE LA B TR 2 N QR JE BF i C. omeiensis
C. Y. Cheng, Mss.(C. chinensis var. omeiensis Chen
Mss.) . @ = B % C. teetoides C. Y. Cheng, Mss..
PR o 25 3 M 2R R R A A N TR R S 3
b AR TR AR /N, T B O O AN 8 2 TG B 45 M AR A
LT S . AR R B R E A
J& I &8 BN B Thalictrum petaloideum L., U1 i IR
FA®E T baicalense Turaz. BK MV J5 #A % 7. minus L. X
Z @ HABFIAE ) o AN B /N EERHEE B % P dubia
Maximowicz . Bj L FFIY BB IR /NEERL/NBE T8 22 Fh Al
Y. B R RAE R RS A BB Asteropyrum
cavaleriei (Lévl. et Vant.) Drumm. ex Hutch. 4§,

1960 4F 24 b1 27 ) v B 3% 1) ke 5 2 L BDK
T 7% C. teeta Wallich 11 C. chinensis Franchet. 7£[ff
i o . B R A Y R E A 4R (b R A
Yy &l g 1A ) . Hodp DL Coptis chinensis Franchet i
F 50 R E R E AP A SN K& &R Coptis
teeta Wallich; B % N C. chinensis Fr.. 5 W06 A& %
RO R A R A (P 2B R 1957 4F 202 T ) A R Ik JE 52
% JR W ¥ C. chinensis Fr.; B % S H 48 Fp C.
chinensis Fr. var. omeiensis Chen, VU JI| [ 2% B¢ #H [H
hEE R NN AR IE S C chinensis Fr. #l
f£l, 5 C. teeta Wall. N [d] , B & % A C. chinensis Fr.
var. shihchuanensis, 2. 3% : JR fH ¥ AN K & C.
teetoides C.Y. Cheng % . N YEiiEfE =M A A 1
L% C. quinquesecta W. T. Wang (¥ ¥ 732541,
1957) . 3. ¥ % IR M EF A B B JR A AR 2K
Wil TP AL L B, WL N C. chinensis
Fr.(#iit 25 F0) . 4. H AR E . R EEF Coptis
Jjaponica Makino( C. anemonaefolia S. et Z.) , 7= H
A H A Jay O B lsca, IR 5 B R
5.5 fif ¥ 3% . R /N BE R B ¥ 3 Jeffersonia dubia
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Bentham et Hooker 1 A Jz AR 25, 7 T v [ 2k b A1 5
ff WV IE N BIE M, A N ER &, 6. DR
% & B EFHA 2% RE (Thalictrum L.) A8 4 (1971 AR
R - mig A U E 7

R Coptis =PI A - ZR)E - RIREA R
(Richard Anthony Salisbury ) # 2 I7) , & 3 1€ 1807 4F
i MK 43 2% 25 25 Tl ) (Transactions of the Linnean
Society of London)%f; 8 % 305 W . " El A 4y &)+ 3k
Wi R B A 6 Fh R 1 AE B DB IE C. chinensis
Franch., /& Fi 8 51 <% - 4 4 - 9 B ¥ (Adrien René
Franchet) & 4 - & % ¢ 1897 4F 1) 1 F] Journal de
Botanique; H: 7% Ff 8 32 ¥ % C. chinensis var.
brevisepala W. T. Wang et Hsiao J& F SC R A1 ¥ 15 i
544 B R RAE 1965 4R (2522 2 )5 3] 1o X 7ol
o 3 O R R 24 A ) Hh AR AR B IR Y A A
e IR B IR % W B M )T e 4
b C. chinensis Fr. var. shihchuanensis W AR Fh . @ =
ffi iF B 3% C. deltoidea C. Y. Cheng et Hsiao., /& i #f
BHY B Ar 24 0, K RAE 1965 452 2720 ) 46 3
W E @ = ™ E i C. teeta Wall., J2 M Nathaniel
Wallich 1y 44 , & 3 1£ 1836 4 Transactions of the
Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta 55 8 #} I ;
@ g JH % % C. omeiensis (Chen) C. Y. Cheng, & %
RN AR AT 44 1Y, K RAE 1965 AE (2 22 7 4 ) B
3 L, ®HHEE C. quinquesecta W. T. Wang, J&:
EXCRMBN, RFFE 15T 3 223 )
© F.M ¥ i% C. quinquefolia Miq. , J2: Friedrich Anton
Wilhelm Miquel iy 4 09 , & % 7 1869 4F ) Annales
Musei Botanici Lugduno-Batavi |-, % Fh £ 543 10 4
HA ERES MG

g5 Loy, R B R TR E T A
BEVEHEAT 7 Aw 44 AH LT LAY S Y He ) TR
Ko B F TN AR ER AT E A H A, FOH G Oy
TR W b OE R X RS Oy iy e
25 W I JF AR A Z AR YR TE ARSI, B TR
e Bl JE 1) 2 P ) i 2= 24 B T E LT 44
B 719t e b PGy AR R H A AR AR
J& Coptis Wi iR 5 25 80i%E . H AR FH PR Z 10 )2
T HANEERMEY, Z UM RIESwmS . T
FHMRLEEEBEBHEYKZ N E = MEEEC
teeta Wall.. 1 3| 1897 4% [E A ¥) “# 7% b] 75 HL 22 -
81PN - 5 BT AR 5 T R U 1] XS T i 4 R
1% C. chinensis Franch., B T ¥ BHEY %R /D,
G DX BT e, B BT g A A A

+ 282 -

AR i (8 PR 5 2 3 AR, 3K 4 B 3 R i M T R
TRRIR M, G, 1963 4F Rt v [ 24 H ) v 3 3%
Mok R A A = AR B R, B Ch B R W GE C
chinensis Franch. 5[] J& i F A8 2 19 1 4 b T HLAR
25 1965 4 A | B AR S AE W 2 20 [ 4y
M EEBAHY AT 78T w4, Wi T HE
MBS . (A5 1977 45 h € [ 2 g ) e HL )
T 25 6 0 SE R B A Ok B35 C. chinensis Franch. , — ff)
I ¥ i% C. deltoidea C. Y. Cheng et Hsiao o{ = i% C.
teeta Wall, & [E [ 7t Dok BI DL 9] — 4 19 15 % C.
chinensis Franch. Fl K VT 38 F Ui — 4y 19 4 5 8 3%
C. chinensis var. brevisepala W. T. Wang et Hsiao [
i — 3125, C. chinensis Franch. W] D\ BH 15 5 % ok
[ 7 3 i i
3 EMMERARFIE

M A L AEIC 2R L 28 DU 80 3% 7™ M
LA v o AT AE BB L% RE RN ZE LU 5 B R AL s A
DU AE FE AR R SR Al LR 1S T R4 I A AR BH B R
RITHS I, BRI ] CE PR R T AN A W e S
FL VTV RO BH A R P A0 b R AR
Jita 4 by 5 B B3], A R O R T . A B
U S R v o (1t L B~ o B = I e [N i ]
R A DA T XA AR A AR T i
b 24 B4 AR AT B R RLTE M B R AR AT AR B TR L
IR S N R T R Tk P U
ZEXG R, )4 2 NE &, B VLR R,
I T5 %58 ¥ C. deltoidea 8 Mo PR HE 2 — (AR KL
5N IR I TGESR , A+ 84 7 i
DLHE I R O R v e ], 2 R A A S
HUCRE T BR T O g 0 R /NN i 2R, e
TR EZ R, BRIMMESE T AREEAZ,
4 ZRAEALEIE

RS L O E Z TR 2 O R In(AR B
B )E = H ANH R CARRZEZE)H “H
SRR NEK B /0, Rl W s e JHNH 20
B SRR i R 0 ) L0 S AT R, DA
HEZE A2 )i (B ) W)y R M, DAt b3 4 AN
2L oy —BAE N B . AU B, BR
ARG AL, FoAth 2R W) B AR 25 T i B i L AE TR
155 R /N BERR AL , 25 2 Wi K S0 B A A A
DL =4 AR B B s TE AU AR 25 v 22 LAY
A A T CTAR A B T AR W R i A L TR D) A
IR 25— [R] A 24 9116 AR 7 0 T RE B v 7
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5 SUgHn TR sl & iE

P AR AR B rp 2 28 B 3% SR O R B ], 20
TN R (4 B G SR B AR AR BT AR R E AR
K, = H NHR(ARFEE G )E AR A
B B e ANAGLPF T, arRE. —H \H
KA o AT IEH ANt AMRBRER (R
FME AR, —ANAR A (HE3
FD) R, AN H (BT 9 7 ) R ZE T d4f . 2020
A R L 2 ) B B Ak R A B S TR A
W, M LA AR . B DT AR R A
2, W B e il U kD A AR R I
i AR I R
5. Ffl XTEGEM G HI AR R IL I M &
BOREBHAMR EE e, (AL ET)E
BN BRI B (R A MK ) E U LA 4L
WECRFXE ) MCE T )ic#k .« L0k
H L AR EO BAR T o 0 o R R R K
Yok 7 F AT 08 2807 o R B bR ) B 2 iR

R Yo"
52 Uil piAUEE 2 U0 s RE A nda =

T BT )H A WU g R e K i
Y17 CRF 22 07 Y th - Ll w7 5 COROF 3 R
F R J5 )i T P kv 0, R Y i 5 AR
(AR e YR - R aid) R

5.3 ONmARHGL L DA 8 AN I R A
il 7 22 R D L an CHRIEERE O R BT (i
TV AR, AR UNLZIE B ) $E 3]
SR R EE N R )P RCEE B 3 )
PSP B BRI Z AN AT &R I )
PER B AR S AN E DL

5.4 iRk il

5.4. W IR 98RO SE 2 A LA THR 2
PRSI 25 BAT B ek HOE RSB Iha, BACR
TRERG ) T B 0 R R W VRS T O T A Ay B
053 RACCE A — R I 18 ) e 8. iE e,
WRARE T B IR T R LRk
(AR W — )T, 7 N E 2 R
B I R AR 7 CFHE O ) 8“2 T, il —
PARCINI NI A e IR 3 I R €T S 3
IR PR ENE S AR B R B L
O COR B R FE) IG5 7 ) 55 B A 2 lic 2.
5.4.2 % FWIEEMNH M I B RN E ML
Z M T B 3 5 L kK 2 1) (IR ) R i —
P AE DO, — b LIS kKD, A 22 T, (R, &

B B R CEBF B )R, A
V0P8 IO ok, 22 I IE T (N LT A B
A T7 ) E S T B A TR, SO A 22 D P i
e, IR VTN R . R A A ERES NAE F45, I
oyl EA RN, LR, R E" (A
BOR T ) R G AE 0y, — S M) R R
B, IR K H T (ARG
B 1 VAR B R ) (MR IE 5% ) 0 45 ol 5 14 3 H
R
543 RAEW ML T TN B E W IE A R
JFRE Z A8 Ko Ao T B sy A — 0, T R
BT RS DL B TR (0 0 B O b KRR RN
R UPILTAE BROE T )P B L) (Ar R
J7 )4 B R 4 BN 5 R AR B R b (8RB i )
AR T AR F R R B R D BOHRE
KipzE <, BUIRRIEZ W,

BRut 2 A, D AR #E i AT VF 22 DL b AR X B
B BEATIE A B Tk B LB ORIKR
T/MER B ER A LR LR T
Rt HREE - R A o D AR SR B i
AN R HL 7 1 B T EEAT T R, (AR FE 5228 ) A
N RAE B RS CABET , KA LA AR, 52 K AN
i P & SN & IRy QTIPS
LB KCPE 3R, £ BRYS N A] R o BE = BF D 2, T
JIEL RS BRI, b SR BT, SOIR AR IR, N FLIR 2%,
a5 B L SERE B B 2 AT )R B A
K PEREB o RAHOKED I B IR, 0% R
P B RS AR M, oKD IR R AR
HOTCARTEG H ) IC#C TSI B A KA,
SN AR KK Z UL, HS— ARl
AT AL 2, it K Z F 45 AR NEZ X, MAE R
Zo VANFIEZ 52Kk, I LR BT R4S 5 R I IH 2
KM LA 53 a2 K W U, 3R R iR 2
M PLZETE I 10 T fa 22 ok, L3k 7K SURN A 9
IR K DL SR 2R BIR A 53 it B AR
KO AT BORI R BB K M LR 2 4b . Tk
ANA O 2 551 o BRI T J T A LR
P AE R PEm 2, T Wl R ) AR
TG00 A WD TR 5 2 0k e 7 CBR R R
BB 2k B Z ok I B AOE K
AU Lk =wmgammh ALK, HEE
B O R ) T (R B g e ) v B 5|
TCRF N H )b LT B o= B2 ) 10 2 - v Pl
W RIS  JF KB A R B LD, 8
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Mo B2 T, A& K B b 2 200 o 5 b s AR
Ao K2 il B SOOI - 22 i LU HLTE D) A A8 A
Sl 2= BRI . W5 ELLE L A o FEIETT
KOG A, Bkh JR TR RS Ak D bR . A
I b B i, DU LT

WA FE R F M ERIB T+ e,
I o 15 ) SN W e B X % Al A ] 4 JH B R A
WrTR A o FLI AR S AR DARE AR B0 Bk 8 A8 S I 1k
AN RACK M 7K i) 22 7 A J S WA B0 B 0 df
Z2, LA 5 LR TS | 1k XA A R ORI T AR
Z K JE BER K AN I P A AR Rk, B
T T EM ) T kAT B AL R P KR AL 5T B
B HE BE0E B R Hhe ik I RE P
T BB B o 2020 4R R 25 )Wk T 4 BB
R R T RS, BV e T B R BB L
HOE T SRR BT SRR 2 PR IR AR S e e
T 25 PR B, I s AT A A SO o R A AR A
JRATREAR HE v 98 2 . BUAR 2 BT 7 R W], B34 1Y
R O A W R B A /N BE AR L B AL L
T G MRE  ZR /N BB A WAk ik B D AR =
o A RS DL SRR 20 VR AR BT
M ) B ST, A W R el T T, D 2
P55 B A AT AE— R IR
6 HiE

UL, B T (MR A L), B4
RZ B JE R LA JEIE 44 o DA B b 5%
FEAE 2 B R AT OO , 2280 Al A i i | = i o
L JE R B8 S P B S
WL 2B R DU 2 A R R AT 22 4 5%
AR 2 BRIV RO 2 T DR 22 R P
P U7 06 JTCHE Ay 3 i Bl , T R -5 T 3 IR 300 0 2
ER T OREAE R, FEUE S HIE R R R A, B
S0 V4 S B 0 T REOK IR T B M R R A A, T2 A
MGE RS &, 25 RERA T B £T =
e HEE HOET BT RN R 5 K e B N R
THSE ORI LY, 456 DA 25 E 0 S IR o0,
WHEHE B C. chinensis V2 #H OC 2 ML 44 J5 A 25 3%
Jit o AR v R B R Y 2 B AL A Ml A O K
W2 R Z 0 — 0 NH SRR X POl s
W07 H 5 (5 — ) ) h & A s i 2 404 05, R W]
ff b o) SR B R AR A2 I 5 R B
MM BESR kD UL A i A ) AR A2
FETUT R L0 T CH O S5 BRAT 3t T R v
A B M T RS SR, T2 IR R AT M ]
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