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[ Abstract] Objective: Uncommon medicinal herbs are valuable medicinal resources, but their
identification is a difficult problem in Chinese medicine due to their particularity and complexity. It is, therefore,

urgent to establish a method for the identification of uncommon medicinal herbs. In this study, DNA signature
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sequence (DSS) tags were used to establish a specific polymerase chain reaction (PCR) identification method
for Hibisci Cortex, the origin plant of Hibisci Cortex, and its adulterants. Method: The candidate DSS tags
were obtained from the chloroplast genome sequence analysis, and the DSS tags were verified by DNA
sequencing. The specific identification primers for H. syriacus were designed based on the obtained reliable DSS
tags. The PCR reaction conditions were optimized, and the tolerance and feasibility were investigated. Result:
A DSS tag for identification of H. syriacus was obtained from the comparison of sequencing results of the
amplified products with DSS, which revealed the distinguishing characteristics of Hibisci Cortex and its
adulterants. A pair of specific primers for H. syriacus was designed according to the DSS tag. After PCR
amplification and gel electrophoresis with the primers, a single bright band of about 270 bp was observed from
H. syriacus, which did not appear in the four adulterants. Conclusion: A DSS tag obtained in this study can be
used to identify H. syriacus. The specific primers designed based on this DSS tag can accurately and simply

identify the original plant of Hibisci Cortex and its adulterants, which provides a new method and idea for the

molecular identification of genuine and counterfeit products of Hibisci Cortex.
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Table 1 Information of Hibiscus syriacus and fakes

e 4 A3t , 28 < i BIUF 50 B o A A AF 0 B M E

No. L/ P T 4 RAAS AR H ETRe
1 AR Hibiscus syriacus 451423LY0857 iYL =Y HSL-1
2 PN H. syriacus 340721LY 0805 R bz B HSL-2
3 N H. syriacus 341525LY0558 ZRUEILR HSL-3
4 N H. syriacus 341723LY 0897 R R -

5 N H. syriacus 620825LY 0148 H R & -

6 PN H. syriacus 350782LY 1024 et B LT -

7 AR H. syriacus 350182LY 0465 AR AR T -

8 KA H. syriacus 621223LY 0124 Hiltaa i -

9 AR H. syriacus 350722LY 0278 et 2 3 -
10 AR H. syriacus 130631LY 0237 WAL 2 B -

11 YR H. rosasinensis 441521LY0082 SRR HSL-4
12 R H. rosasinensis 522301LY 0660 Bt HSL-5
13 PR H. rosasinensis 510322LY 0302 PG 0L HSL-6
14 VN H. mutabilis 341822LY0513 LR R HSL-7
15 R I H. mutabilis 511921LY 0256 79 )1 3 VL E HSL-8
16 VN H. mutabilis 520325LY 0785 Bt M Sl HSL-9
17 A H. sabdariffa 530827LY 1136 =7 i B HSL-10
18 HWL H. sabdariffa 431027LY0933 W AR B HSL-11
19 Ho i H. sabdariffa 431028LY 0210 iR =Y HSL-12

20 PR H. cannabinus 341503LY 0584 LRSI HSL-13

21 PN H. cannabinus 451424LY0483 NN HSL-14

22 N H. cannabinus 411525LY0161 P {5 B T HSL-15
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#x2 DSSKESIMER
Table 2 DSS and Primers in this experiment
£ R DSS ¥ 3% & 519(5-3") K /op
DSS-1 ATTTAATCATCAGGGACTCCCAAGCGCACAAATTCTCTAC - #% CCATAGGCTTTCGCTTTCGC 372
T CGACTAGTTCCGGGTTCGAG
DSS-2 TTCTACCCCCCCTTTTTTTTTTTATTTTTTCCTAATCATT ¥ ACAAGAGCTGTCTTATAGCCA 311
Tl TCCCATTTCAGCCGATTTCA
DSS-3 ATAGTGAACTTCGATGGGAGCTTCTCTTGAAGCAATAACA - 3if GGGTCAGGAACTAGGGTCCT 318
Fiif CCGGTGGCGACTAGATCAAT
DSS-4 TTGGAGCATAGTTGACGTTGAGTCTAAAGGATCTACCGCA L3 TTTTTCGCGCTCTTGCTACG 412
Tiif GGTAGAATGCCTTCCGCTGT
DSS-5 TGTGTACAAGCTCGTAATGAGGGACGTGACCTTGCAGCCA I 3if GCATATGCCTGCTTTGACCG 415

T AGGGTCGGCTCAATCCTTTT

YIxt s APy S DNA Bt i#17 PCR Y1, PCR J
MR & 25 L, L% 2xM5 PCR Mix 12.5 uL, 1IF @
1514 (10 wmol-L") 4% 0.4 wL,DNA i 2 wL,
T B AW ZE K AR JE b A3 R B, PCR J B F2 )7 2k 95 °C
AP 3 min, 40 S E (94 °CAEE 15 5,55 °Cilk &
30's,72 °CHEAH 30 s),72 °CAFEAH 5 min, PCR JZ )i
SR B N W 5 L S RE T CelRed 4t 5 1Y
1.5% Byt JIG B4 Bk 2 £, LA Trans2K DNA Marker {£
DNA 43 F i bR i, 78 200 V H R 25 1 T 2547 56 i HL
VROR I, I e R O AR A 5
2.4 PCRYHG=HMT  WCH MY 3 7™ ¥ % & 1
MBHE YR A BRA w AT R G A
745 0 5 DSS #E AT L, 40 W i 8 19 54> DSS frid
S A5 AT A HE IE TR Oh i 19 5 5
2.5 RHEFESEPCRENIZMMH L PCRYIS
SR R TR] 2.3 TR Y B AR & B0 46 B R R R
95 °C T 3 min, 35 M EH (94 °CAEHE 155,63 °C
Bk 305,72 °CHEAH 30 s),72 °CELEff 5 min, X
IR KO AR IR EK L Tag B AP S (PCR ALY 5 55 52
S0 R S MR B A% O DR B AT 5 6 R i A O AR
F MBI 2 8, Il de A 2% 0 X i A A o R AT
PCR %00, 56 UF 5 £ 2 0 A4 3R R L 2 B0 fE 75
FE T b 5 0 A R L 4 R R
3 ERS5HW
3.0 KM K HOR h & DSSFRIC IR IE il
B DSS FRic 4 3G 51 4 %k A RE Ko HR O it 3t 15 HEAE
A AT PCR Y™ 1S, 545 1€ DSS Fi 12 % W ) 1F 1 h
dn 4B 7 ) 1 AR AR B — W S Y 45, PCR Y 1S i 1)
F M 100%. di ] Chromas 2.6.6 &5 i i 7 i 5] 3k
A7 1 XF Ji5 AR AR X T 45 5 ff ] BioEdit 7.0.9 K
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A B % . 36T DSS-3 brid B AR RERE 51 % 5
5l ¥ %k, B WF 51 % HSL31 b i R 8 ok 5-
GAGCTTCTCTTGAAGCAATAAGA-3', T iif 5| ¥
HSL31 T ¥ /5 % & 5-TTCCGTACCGAC
TCAAGACA-3', 5l ¥ i /& T A9 T 72 (_Lifg ) Ly
AR A A R

3.2 PCREN&M%%2

320 Bk EFZHE MM HSRELENGY
HSL31 i (HSL31 T i %t A #EE £ dh 47 PCR Y™
B4y R KGR E 59 .61.63.65 °C, 45 HE R I Y
iR KR BE R 61~63 °C I, K IE &b ¥ BE 3K 15 4
270 bp 155 5 PR % 5 554 L T 4 iR O o F1 S A
WL T N 3 R B3 (H 63 °CHT Y 45 #5215 5 59 °C
BB AR A il Lt TR 7 AR R R SR 5 65 °C
BF, e AR S BB e 1S, e B 61 °C ol il HAR k
. UL 2,

3.2.2 PEAREEL Sk 33357137 .39 M E
AT % 52, 245 R A 7E 33~39 16 R I IE i 34 A
PR3] 2 270 bp W 58T IR D i RS 7R G
WEIARY 3 . O IE &5 S 0 A2 1 Fn R o o, B8
] ) 35 M E PR AT PCR U . LR 2,

3.2.3 TaqMEFNZEEEE KA W Fh 2R Y Tag B
Xof A A K H R Bl o 8 ) 4 SR G R W, o S el 2
M5 PCR Mix . 2xTag PCR Mix . SpeedSTAR HS Tag
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R RN R R R R R R RN EEE RN EEE 59 61°C
Tj 30 40 SO 60 €
DSS-1 ATTTAATCATCAGGGACTCCCAAGCGCACAAATTCTCTA M1 2345670N 1234567N
HILi=T=1 s s:os 5o 0w ¢ wie s mue suwrs o s wom s o0 & wi & wie @ wvs eieye o
HIL=152 | sioie win o i o orie o was wiesie winice wiie: & e » wie: @ i0iie: o wre wiese
HSL—~1-3|ccccccccccccancccaccsccccnmosncscces Teoold 500 bp
Lq IR e e e e e e e e 250 bp
- 10 20 30 40 S0
DSS-2 TTCTACCCCCCCTTTTTTTTTT ATTTTTTCCTAATCATT
P e R R [ 63°C 65°C
H8L=2=2: s nisia s s amidi s sieis & 5558 & 5] o « » Aoinis & Biiis  siee s 00
HIT=2-3: s s s swnems 3 wsers & s wwie & o5 PR s 5 sowih § BB § s M1 234567N 1234567N
R R R R R R R R RN R
TJ 230 240 250 260 . 500 b
DSS-3 ATAGTGAACTTCGATGGGAGCTTCTCTTGAAGCAATAAJA 250 bg
. 337G 3595%F
0 M1 2345 67N 1234567N
0 500 bp
HSL—4 |cccscoccccecsccssvasoscscaccscissnsssscascss G 250 bp
HSL=S |ccccccccccecccsccsccscsoscscscscsscsscscscssscsas Gi ” .
HSL=6 <+ coveeenecoennennanaannesneansannaneannas G} 378 391G
HSL=7 |cccccccccccscocsccscsccascscscscscscsscsscscssssssssad IG
DTl |5 5o an aom oim o 5o o ok ok Bt & Rk el B Rkl SR el i e B Gl M1 234567 N 1 234567N
HOL=9 |[s s smie sis nim s nie mie os 58 o & o7e 506 5o ofF 8 0.8 56 51e o@ § G|
HSL=10|cccccccecccccccsccscscoscscscscscscsssssssscscsscssad G|
HIL=11|: os ms wis 5w » 576 516 558 578 & 2 & 596 @ie 556 &5 898 &8 oie &) 8 G ;28 l];p
HILi=12 |« o¢ 5o o0 075 ¢ ws 518 978 95 ¢ 18 ¢ o6 516 ove 676 8 0% W16 oie 0 o G P
HILEL 3| oie mne: n0s im0 inre e ite mimms wiset » e iwtie: o om wins wie wse wie o G|
HSL=14|cccccccccceccccccccscsccscsccscssscsccscessas G| N . ] J .
HSL=15c o« e s atiencuennsimeinscesnsioasonssesssns G oA KR BURIREL; 1~3. KM 4~7 LR 5 (4. KB, 5. K
afjrteee 1 I BRARNREREY IRRRE R 6. BB, 7. R ) s N 25 1 (LA ddH,0 BB ) ; M. Trans2K
+|120 130 140 1S0 1
DSS-4  TTGGAGCATAGTTGACGTTGAGTCTAAAGGATCTACCGJA DNA Marker( [ 3 [7])
HAT, =] s oma wia o e wma o o $@vs eie &eis a9 & bie SRS Sie @ieie sve 8§ ofe .
ropctonll 10 IRt SR S B2 RE &R AHE £ @45 B PCRESI & RAEM
HIT=B23 o cvens mim sceis mint o wim mitein e wimin eue » Mie pies Bse isse auw: o
Fig. 2 Effects of different conditions on identification of Hibiscus
R R R N R R RN RN
TJ 100 110 120 130 syriacus by specific PCR
DSS-5 TGTGTACANFCTCGTAATGAGGGA GACCTTGCAGCCA
Bt -5l |sms s sws s snusssvnsnguwslk g o6 s 50 g56 954 5 VeritiTM PTC-100
HOLSwD s oo 5 miw ofBle srww o & 0@ 6 08wl 5 s 5 58 piws piss o
HSL=-5-3cccccecadedeccceeicacnnaaafececccaaaanas M1 2345 67N 1 2345 67 N

B 1 DSSEHE&~HYF 5L

Fig.1 Comparison of DSS and amplified product sequences

DNA B 4 . LA Tag HS DNA % 4 i 4 Fh i gk 47
RIS, 45 3 R AN [R] A B B B R T8 A R L 4
ki 58 A 22 5+, H ¥ SpeedSTAR HS Tag DNA
REWEAM IS4 TRMHEMSES . A
HoAth 3 Fh DNA R4 il #E 4797 B X &7 i 59 BA X
) AHAS 52 e 45 S A 352, Hor 2xM 5 PCR Mix /] 4R 74
S5 4500, MO SCE $E 2xM 5 PCR Mix 7E Ry e AR
B Tag B . LK 3.

3.2.4 PCRIXHE Rl AR PCR AU A K
LR PR ol S 50 45 B g s, 43 )T 4 P PCR A
P38, 25 R W Veriti™ &\ TC-512 % . PTC-100 %!
3 Ff PCR Y ¥ 7] 3k 45 1E B 19 % 2 &5 2R, i
GeneAmp 9700 % PCR {8 43 Fh & H BR 55 47 48 % 4y
MR A PESS R WK 3,

3.3 EAMEEE G325 T E A e fE PCR
BIA Z T PCR %6 51 45 7 (95 °C i 48 1% 3 min; 94 °C
155,61 °CIB & 30 s, 72 °CHEfifi 30 s, 35 1R

500 bp
250 bp

TC-512 GeneAmp 9700
M1 2345 67N 1 2345 67N

500 bp
250 bp

2XMS5 PCR Mix 2X Taq PCR Mix

M1 2345 67N 1 2345 67N

SpeedSTAR HS LA Taq HS
M1 2345 67N 1 2345 67N

500 bp
250 bp

500 bp
250 bp

B3 AKRERRMEPCREZMSZEER
Fig. 3 Identification and tolerance of Hibiscus syriacus by specific

PCR

R 3 72°CESEA 5 min) X A AE 25 B4 1E £h 5 1Y) DNA 2
e HE4T PCR Y1, 7= W) 22 1.5% B0 JIG W 6 ¢ s vk A
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I, 25 5 K 7R AR BE AR AR ) B T R Dk PR i B 2
270 bp B9 -5 — K50 255, TR O b K aE TS 4
i, 2 W ST R S O 1k T L TR M ) OR R
TLIE 4.

M1234 5678 91011121314 1516

500 bp
250 bp

M17 18 19 202122 23 24 2526 27 28 N

500 bp
250 bp

TE: 1~10 KB 5 11~16. ABE H 5 17~19. R4 5 20~22. A % 5 23~
25. BBl 5 26~28. KRRA#E s N. 25 (L ddH,0 KB4 ) ; M. Trans2K
DNA Marker
B4 HREPCREFAEERDS
Fig.4 Specific PCR to identification of Hibiscus syriacus
4 itig

UTAFE R, DNA J3 1% 5 J7 V5 12 i 1 1 21 v 2 5
JE B, R E SR A S st =
L R R AT R I A B A
IE R FH DNA 73 7 %8 I ik b AT A 200 . 28R
S5 2 BE Y ity Aol S AR R, TV R 2 ORI T
— SEHE AR SRR Ve 2R 2R U 2 I L B —
L6 b 7 1 T 2 R bR TR T WA, DR A% b ) 24 B AR I U
2GR IR SRR S RS AR AN TR, 3 BOS T 2 4
) 8 T TR T 24 S R R — A YR

BIRRZ M E &S 1 AHN Y DNA 43 F
Y E TR R TR T G R A B M 5E 7 AT
AR OKRZE 7 %58 T ¥ ME LAER X 53 30T 2
Prfh s @QDNA FTE A | 38 12 ) 5 % 5 45 4005 A oL
PEAE bR 3 BUAE RH E  EAFAE S UL O R A B BE
07 - PR N T e I K 22 254 (PCR-RFLP) 45 7
TARIC 0 T A D W by 22 S e DL R R T R
@ W 2 L TR 21 3R A AR A B R T B
JIZ N T R S (H E R T i R R 2
PEAT Wy A % L 2% A M SR AR B rbel | matK
trnH-psbA 55 17 5, 78 35 U5 Fh 45 51 b s 304 Fl 4y
PEAAR Y )8, A PRAEZH BT 91 T & /9 DSS FRic , e
il 2 A8 VR AN MRS AR AL 1, R e AR L AT LA
TR & L J5 AT LS RFLP %5 HoAth 43 F 45 id £
AR5

I3 T i 2 R 5 D] 2 6 A M R AT O 25
MIWF TR R T N R R e R TR ) e HOR BR
f) — BT 9 DNA 73 728 78 7 12, AR SO S T i 2
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RS % e A3 8 T S A KRR DSS ARic, I 38 i
PCR ¥ 34 K 5 %+ 5 4> DSS b ic i Al 5 v ik 17 56
E, AR AG 1A T T %0 AR TE TR O il 9 DSS AR .
1 M LRl 1 3 T e DSS AR i 3R A5 A9 15 IR O 5 Y
SNP v s, BETE T 45 2 AHE TE IR B 1) R 5 0
1, 38 3 2% 58 5 ) 45 ) F S PR PCR AR JOIR BE |
T8 IR Taq TR0 28 55 e 40 8 T B Al 1) PCR %
S ZRA IF 3 T B U 2 ) SR A AT TS AR 5
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