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Novel Exploration of Inheritage and Innovational Theory on Daodi Herbs

HUANG Lin-fang” , ZHANG Xiang, DU Zhi-xia
(Institute of Medicinal Plant Development, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences
Peking Union Medical College, Beijing 100193, China)

[ Abstract | Daodi herb is an essence in traditional Chinese medicine. As an important carrier for excellent
Chinese cultural heritage and an important source of innovation, the inheritance and innovation of Daodi herbs is an
urgent scientific issue which needs to be expanded. With the rapid development of modern science and technology,
Chinese scholars conducted pioneering exploration on theoretical and practical research of Daodi herbs. Here, with
theoretical research as the breakthrough point, we summarized five basic theories: environmental ecology theory;
variety continuity and origin change theory; quality ecology theory; stress-effect theory and herb genomics theory
according to the academic ideas, the formation time, representative scholars and monographs. The environmental
ecology theory reflected the academic inheritance based on the holistic view which named “Tian Yao Ren He Yi
(‘union of nature, herb and human)”. Variety continuity and origin change theory, quality ecology theory, stress-
effect theory and herb genomics theory reflected the academic thought innovation based on inheritance. This paper
mainly elucidated the innovation theory of Daodi herbs, stated the core academic views and research contents,
introduced the new techniques and new methods in the modern research of Daodi herbs, and analyzed the

correlation and continuity between 5 theories. The innovation theories and related research systems would provide
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strong support for the origin of Daodi herbs and new germplasm breeding. Besides, we mapped the evolution of

“Daodi herbs” names and also discussed and prospected the new problems, new demands and research thoughts in

the research of Daodi herbs.
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Fig.1 Evolution of term “Daodi herbs”
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