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at Middle and Advanced Stages
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[ Abstract | Objective; To discuss short-term effects of adjuvant therapy of integrated traditional Chinese
medicine therapy combined with transcatheter chemoembolization in treating primary hepatic carcinoma at middle
and advanced stages and influence to patients’ quality of life, immunity and metastasis rate. Method: Eighty-three
patients were divided into control group (40 cases) and observation group (43 cases) by different methods of
treatment. Patients in the control group received Hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy and embolization ( TACE)
operation ( drugs including pirarubicin, fluorouracil, mitomycin and super liquefaction iodinated oil), repeated

one time for every four weeks, two times in total, after operation, patients got symptomatic and supportive
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treatment of liver protection and stomach protection. Based on the treatment of the control group, patients in the
observation group received elemene injections with 0.4-0.6 g/time, intravenous infusion, used for 3 weeks,
stoped for 1 week and used for 3 weeks finally; Shenmai injections with 60 mL/time, intravenous infusion, used
for 2 weeks after TACE operation; Jiedu Xiaoai decoctions with 1 dose/day, conventional water frying, taken
divides 2-3 times. Course of treatment in two groups were both 8 weeks. After treatment, size change of solid
tumor was observed by CT or nuclear magnetic resonance imaging ( MRI) ; Before and after treatment, score was
evaluated by the European organization for cancer research and treatment of core quality of life scale-C30
(EORTCQLQ-C30 ) and quality of life, levels of peripheral blood T-lymphocyte subsets ( CD3*, CD4",
CD47/CD8 ") and natural killer (NK) cell were detected by flow cytometry, levels of blood vessel endothelial
growth factors ( VEGF ), intercellular adhesion molecule-1 (ICAM-1) and blood «-fetoprotein ( AFP) were
detected. Result: Effective rate of curative efficacy of solid tumor in the observation group was 93% superior to
77.5% in the control group (P < 0.05). After treatment, levels of T-lymphocyte subsets (CD3 ", CD4",
CD47/CD8 ") and NK cell in the control group showed downtrend, but those in the observation group increased
(P<0.05 0or P<0.01), levels of CD3", CD4", CD4"/CD8" and NK in the observation group were higher
than those in the control group (P <0.01), except cognitive function, other dimension scores in the observation
group were increased (P <0.01), which were higher than those in the control group (P <0.05 or P <0.01),
dimension scores of tired, pain, nausea and vomiting, agrypnia and appetite loss in the observation group were
lower than those in the control group (P <0.01), levels of AFP, ICAM-1 and VEGV in the observation group
were lower than those in the control group (P <0.01). Conclusion: Elemene injections, Shenmai injections
(intravenous infusion) and Jiedu Xiaoai decoctions (taken orally) combined with TACE could get synergism in
treating primary hepatic carcinoma at middle and advanced stages, and it could improve patients’ quality of life and
immunity, relieve state of an illness, there may be a inhibiting effect of neoplasm metastasis.

[ Key words ] primary hepatic carcinoma; hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy and embolization;
integrated traditional Chinese medicine therapy; cell-mediated immunity; vascular endothelial growth factor;
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