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Recent Progress of Drug Nature of Coptidis Rhizoma  SUN Zhen'’, PENG Shu-hong', JI Qin',
ZHANG Min', ZHANG Ming', ZHOU Ying', ZHU Wei-feng’" ( 1. Research Center for Differention and
Development of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) Basic Theory, Jiangxi University of TCM , Nanchang 330004 ,
China; 2. Key Laboratory of Ministry of Education, Jiangxi University of TCM , Nanchang 330004, China)

[ Abstract | Drug nature of Coptidis Rhizoma was reviewed in the paper which provided a new idea for
research on drug nature. It is difficult to find a suitable research subject for discussing nature of Coptidis Rhizoma
although some subjects were adopted in many researches. Some studies demonstrated that Coptidis Rhizoma, in a
way, was a cold-natured medicine. However, it is still a long way to establish a criterion of cold-natured medicine.
The emergency of interdiscipline may open a new door for exploring drug nature of Coptidis Rhizoma in the future.
Epigenetic modifications, such as DNA methylation/demethylation, chromatin remodeling and histone modification ,
often change along with both inner and outer environment. Coptidis Rhizoma as an outer environmental factor may
reversely regulate epigenetic modifications which are caused by diseases. Therefore, epigenetics may provide a new
field in researches of drug nature of Coptidis Rhizoma in the future.
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