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Toxicity of Cantharidin and Norcantharidin in Mice

FAN Xiao-ting, YU Rui-peng, DONG Rui-juan, LUO Guang-bin* , MA Zhi-tao”
( School of Life Science, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China)

[ Abstract ] Objective; To compare the toxicities and organ injuries of cantharidin and norcantharidin in
mice. Method: Balb/c mice were treated with cantharidin or norcantharidin at different doses for two weeks to
determine their median lethal dose ( LDy, ) by the probability unit regression analysis method. Other mice were
treated with 1/2 LDy, of the respective drugs for 2 weeks. At the end of the treatment, tissue samples from livers,
intestines, kidneys and bladders were collected for pathological analyses. Result: LD,, of cantharidin and
norcanditharidin were 2.045 and 20.966 mg - kg '. Norcantharidin caused significant increases in alanine
aminotransferase ( ALT) and rea nitrogen ( BUN). Norcantharidin caused inflammatory cell infiltration and sponge-
like change in liver, and injuries in glomeruli and renal tubules. Cantharidin led to increases in intestinal lymph
nodes and lobulation in the intestine, vascular, bladder and mucosa inflammations. Conclusion: Treatments with
172 LDy, dose of norcantharidin and cantharidin led to distinct organ/tissue-specific injuries in mice.
Norcantharidin caused severe injuries in liver and kidney, while cantharidin led to severer injuries in intestinal and
bladder than norcantharidin.
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JHF 9 J2 — b A 4t 55 R R R — B A T4
AR B , i T RS R SR R P R A L
S ICHE IR, KB I & BN E R TR e, T
A IE A T E B , G JTF A Ak 0BT 301 E 14 53 25 L HB
KNegwh L8 2R FARMEKM. KR IFR
(Sorafenib ) 1 4 ] H 7y 4 1k M — (915 21 35 [ 25 Wi 7
o B4 P98 I IR 25 40, R 3 7= A it 2 R R R B 46
5P el HL sk i AR R AR PR F S A AL
BUT 36 97 25 OB T 15 © R — SRR Ry 2038 BT 55
T2 BETE 56 R BB D R B 7 /N B 11
M 4 H R A b O bR — o BT R
F i B 24 & 7 B e 4 © T I R 8 AE TR YT,
R SRR R N L LR R AR B e T a4
AL 2E 5T R W, HTE M R 4 BE 2 & (cantharidin,
CTD) FA BBt i . CTD Rl m sk iy
ok /> 9 200 i Xt 3 R ) 4R B, 400 ) AR P R A B, 4 R
BUAAR KT i 92 20 M i R A . AT A B W B R
(norcantharidin ,NCTD ) J& rr [& £ 5 24 it Wa B 4 21 Jm)
CFDA L A I RPTIE 254, NCTD ¥ K T % 45 i
TR, AR T 4L ZURE S B 0TI AR T o {H P
2B AN [N A B I R I AR R . E T,
25155 K 8 W 1B FOWh DR F 58 3 TR I AR ) SR O
BAs 7 — ik A EE O 0 X S 25 ) B P g R OR
KL 52 HIL ) B AR R A g 2 e il itk — 2B T R, 3k R
BE I, AR I R AR B . AR5 8 it X CTD
HI NCTD 19 1/2 2F ¥ 3 %F &= ( median lethal dose,
LDy, ) ¥ BE T B 1k ¥ 28 52 52 0 A LR, DA SU) BH B
ZUAER T I AL USSR A S TR] A 4R 5 I A 35 9T AR
RARER B
1 ##

1.1 sy 1EH 5 JH# SPF 2 Mk Balb/c /) [
104 2 fRHE (15 1) g, b o #7 DUAR 5256 sh 9 H R
AR E AL, & 4% E5 SCXK (5T)2016-0002, /)N
BRI 3% TAb st i B 25 K2 SPF giah i s s, 4t
B R s e R (S
2015BZHYLLO201) , #F & SC 5 zh 4 /& B & 51 &
HAE

L2 Ziikn 5idA & CTD(R#R S B LRl
HA R A, # 5 MUST-16030502 ) ; NCTD (i 7 4=
PR 20 ), 15 1016032809) 5 42 H Bk £F 4 5 44
([ 25 L 350 A BR 28w, 4iE45 20140520) 5 174
RIRE LR W (ALT) , K T4 &R & 5 5 B
(AST) , JRZ A (BUN) iR 7 & (74 5% 2 LB 4 B
N HEE 4 51k 20160608 ,20160917,20161208 ) ;

Wil PAS e a3 57 & ( 35 B Solarbio 24 ], it %5
20161120)

FRBUR M BELFAE B0 5 ¢ % T WZE7K 1000 mL,
TN B 0. 5% & WP L4 4 RNV, B HI A%
. CTD 20 mg i T 0.5% & B 3L £F 4 2 4R i)
5 mLA #7100 MHz,20 min % 259 5¢ 1R 41, 1
B4 g LT HREW 4 CHAFE. FREUCNCTD 100 mg,
FEHIE T 0.5% $2 F L 27 2 Z 40 W 10 mL, i A%
10 g- L™ R B 4 CHFH AL
1.3 X4 Centrifuge 5417R B B .0 #1 (12 H
Eppendorf /A 5] ) , xMark 10092 % fif§ 5 4% ( 35 [E Bio-
Rad /A 7)) , ASP200S 7 21 2L il /KA , EG1150H %! {1
HAL,RM2235 AIY) A (R E SR A A -

2 Hik
2.1 LD, W& ARG SR 45 5%, CTD 1 fie /N 4
FHIEH K 3.0 mg-kg ' ,NCTD 3 30 mg-kg ™', H
T LDy, WK B T A 1) B ) A R IR IR 9%, 2
2T AR . WIS IR LR
HORE A Y LD, , B 220G 1 2 sh P R Bl M 5 0 i
RO R o MR B e A 0 5 AT,
HH B A T BT ) e L5 ) [ JC R A () B A A A A3
Y1, BT A2 R 5 5 Rk S vk Il 2 T 3 k2 5
DRI I 225 SR 5000 4 A 0 A R B 7 ik ket . 3t
S5 5] ik PR P R USCG Th LD, o, 28 2 R i, O
UL CTD 5 45 25705 (2.4,2.0,1.6,1.2,1. 0 mg-
kg ') 4 ,NCTD 5 4~45 25 %) 5 (24,20,16,12,10 mg-
kg ™) 41, /N B B PRV 3R 1 RS BE LAY R 10 41,
B8 K., WA BEIE# A, /N AR 24 h B 42
1RSS4 25 2 Ji o 45 25 W0 a) WL 4% 5 1 s/ Bl A=
TGO S 254 ofUn 70 BB 2R P 3 B 4 2 7 i
KHE T 28N 0 AR A Bk B0 R 2R B 1A
P21 LD, J 8 (5 X A
2.2 HHEREHEK
2.2.1 zhyordmeszy  ANEUENERTE 1S,
BEMLAY A% 3 A, a8 K, H @ $s e %4, %
0.5% ¥ W HLF 4 R AR W ; CTD 44, LA 1/2 LDy, 5
BHEE A 25, NCTD 4, DL 172 LD, FI 2 H 42,
B /NEUEERR 24 hBEE 1K, R E TR0 sk B
TR R AFIE SO, 2 JA G, i MR A o I 1 5 5% K
A UV ORI /N B, 75 /D BRUJE A BB 33 i T O
f il N . A — WM 1 mL TG VE S g I S0k
I 0. 6 mL 2247, % A58 T B s 0 A S Al i v
AL ZJE 4 °C,3 000 remin ' B0 15 min, 4
GBI, - 80 CLORAFERE . 418145 B HURE , UM
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A T Ng (=486 & IR 3 em) (B
JBE , 71N B4 £H 4 Fa 41 591 ST BV A AR B ER K rp R iR
WIS A 10% 35 [ 5 o
2.2.2 3% ALT,AST,BUN /KA HUIE %4,
CTD 21 F1 NCTD 41 9 /Iy B i 3 , 4% B8 ALT, AST,
BUN {58 751 & 158 B 45 25 B Ak 2 iy 385 K &, B0 T X
Rz ALT, AST, i 4 3% & 4 510 nm &3] BUN, % K
BCHE N 630 nm, SEHROGCREE A, 5 HT it
2.2.3 HLURISAI  BUM S B/ B T TR
TERIUT VB N e . 28 10% B [ 2 | &
K A SIS B 4 wm A REYT R, HE Ze
LAWY w FB I R K, SRR R4 5 min, £1
iz oAk, K BE IR W5 , 77 4 B A% 3 Wi 5, D 21 L W
5 min, K Y%, BB S BEBL K, W R E B, PR R R
B W WS S B A

Masson Y €8, JIF HIE 20 23 43 5 ) 7 8 #0050 i 21
K, Masson 52 & YL e €0, Bf BEIORS B 7K L — H 8%
BT R A B B . S BB T O 5% A 2 I A A
4k,

PAS L a5 JIE 20 206 WD) R R 20K, B
Tl R VW H 8 min,  HORIKIRE 1 U, R ZE 1
JKIEVE2 k., Schiff Reagent 3 4% 20 min, [ 3K i
Uk 10 min, JRARFR AW 2 min, IR LBE L, 0K
VERE . BHREMOBENK ., ZHREH, R
e [ G IR WA 2 2R RE AR Ak
2.3 HiitEdriE R SPSS 16.0 Gi it B k17
BB B R R & +s Kon o A EUA L
Bk A One-way ANOVA ¥4 ,P <0.05 RRnERE
giitr X
3 #R
3.1 CTD 5 NCTD A [a] 45 24 75 5 Xt /1N A7 16 ) 5%
M Balb/c /)N BRL 45 24 59 it FH B0 T2 28 4% 00 AR 4l 4 %
i, 20 9145 CTD FT NCTD () LD, [z 95% &
%X 8] (95% CI), CTD LD, 2.045 mg-kg ',95%
CI(1.826,2.264), NCTD LD,, 20.966 mg-kg ',
95% CI(18.608,24.158), NCTD LD,, %% CTD
10 544 o

JE B REE SR, I R 4 2 = O 12
LDy, , M /N B AT 7iif % 57 &, B CTD 4 1 mg - kg™,
NCTD 4 10 mg-kg ™', FI 5k 4 CTD it NCTD 5|2
AN APIRES LG 27K 7 BEVERE 28 B, M & B
AR 22 5 0 A AN TR 25 24 350 B 0 /N BRI 1
AL
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#1 CTD 5 NCTD REAHFIEXN/NREFEFNHM(n=8)
Table 1 Different doses of cantharidin and norcantharidin on

survival of mice(n =8)

21 51) Fi 4t /mg-kg ™! ST H R TR/ %
7= 0 0 0
CTD 2.4 7 87.5
2.0 4 50
1.6 0 0
1.2 0 0
1.0 0 0
NCTD 24 6 75
20 4 50
16 0 0
12 0 0
10 0 0

3.2 CTD # NCTD 1/2 LD, 7 45 25 % /)N BUAE 7
REWFEm EFHNRA EEHIER, ERIER
K, BIE# 4 A, CTD(1 mg-kg™") 41 /N BLAT I,
i 25050 6 R B, B R ARAR T DL B 0 A K RE R,
EWFM . 5IER A HHE,NCTD(10 mg-kg ') 4l
AL UL IO R R R T 5 DU RS o AR
F2H],CTD F1 NCTD #£ 1/2 LD 42551 T, /N
BERIAAIE L A2 M,

3.3 CTD F1 NCTD 1/2 LD, 7| 4 25 25 %t /N B i 3
ALT,AST,BUN /K-y 52 5 1E % 41 b4, CTD
(1 mg-kg ') 4 ALT, BUN /K % & 2 %, NCTD
(10 mg-kg ') 41 ALT, BUN K F B 27 & (P <
0.01),CTD(1 mg-kg ') ZH F1 NCTD (10 mg-kg™")
41 AST,BUN JKFP¥ o2 5, 4503 ,1/2 LD,
it NCTD 5] & /) Bl 3 ALT, BUN & & = %
L AST KA AR . 1/2 LD, #| 4 CTD %f /)
Bl ALT,AST 1 BUN ¥ JC g & 520, W3k 2,

%2 CTD 5 NCTD 3f/NR M & ALT, AST, BUN X F # & iy
(x+s,n=8)

Table 2 Effect of CTD and NCTD on serum ALT, AST and BUN

levels in mice(x 5,7 =8)

172

, ALT AST BUN
5 LDy I 4 , ) |

. /UL~ /UL~ /mmol-L "~

/mg-kg”

2 - 27.57 £2.27 24.638 £0.851 4.608 =0.362
CTD 1 26.10 £2.45  25.005 £2.219  4.229 +0.470
NCTD 10 78.42 +17.55"22.727 £0.917 7.111 =0.744"

B HEHA R P<0.01,

3.4 CTD 1 NCTD 1/2 LD, 54 45 25 % /N BRI 1
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RHLAR LG 5 OE R 4l Hh s, CTD 45 25 41 i 40
i 2 A s O AR Ak A0 A 7 v R R A A T
SRAVEANMLIRE . NCTD 21 1 40 A 45 #4 MR , kA
ZAb Rt A R A, RV R SIEWAL
B, CTD 45 H UG5 IE 7, B /N BR S50 M, 5 /D
Bt /NVE B Rl ith N S50 TE R . NCTD
ZH B /R BR P R AE A NG, L3R 4 SR AR S
A REZE KSR, T DA RE 200 A% OV A 32 il /N
B RFR AT GER AN UG | B RE 20 B I ik, DA BIOAS s e o
SELR WY, I B A v AL T A B R O PR
Asfl T CTD 41, WK1,

#

JFIE (< 240)

B (x120)
AL ZS 4B, CTD(1 mg-kg ™' ) #H;C. NCTD (10 mg-kg ™' )4 (F£ 2 ~
4 1)
E 1 CTD 5 NCTD /v 5 AFAE . ' B % B2 69 % 1 (HE)
Fig. 1  Pathological changes in liver and kidney in mice after

treatment with CTD and NCTD ( HE)

3.5 CTD #1 NCTD 1/2 LD, % & 25 25 % /N BN g
FIE e BAR ML RS2 5 IE 4 4L HE 4, CTD 4/
i i L /N5 TR 98 A S 8 AN W & JR i 43 i, NCTD 41
R BLCAR S, Rl WA R A S 4 . CTD 4
55 e R AT B A K i, I AT B0 v T A=, IS 5 %
7 b B oy 45 1 BE 56 1k B i, NCTD 2 Jgi Jbe 26 23 U
SRR P RO, $20E IE# . AR BoR, BT
NCTD,CTD Jir 5| i B i 18 155 D 9 iE Sz 1oz 0] 5 Ay W]
2o WK 2,

3.6 CTD Fil NCTD 1/2 LD, | & 45 25 %F /N BT
IR 4L e M IR A e, A s A
PR BURT 8] B 7 4 Ak, {BAE NCTD 21 1fn 8 J& [l Jie
Rz AW, 2R 2 W g R KT P OALT,
AST H7K-P R &5 R X W1, A% T CTD, NCTD it it
PSR IRTE g W . LI 3

3.7 CTD 1 NCTD 1/2 LD, 7| & %5 25 %F /N B
RAE SR 5Z W CTD 20 5 /N BR 45 4 1E %, NCTD

B B (< 120)
E 2 CTD 5 NCTD xt/MR/NAFEERHmEE LR &0 (HE)
Fig. 2
after treatment with CTD and NCTD( HE)

Pathological changes in small intestine and bladder mice

A B
B3 CTD 5 NCTD 3%/Ih 5 BF A B 5 £F 45 9 % M9 (Masson, x 120)
Fig. 3
CTD and NCTD ( Masson, x 120)

Pathological changes in liver in mice after treatment with

ALV /INER AT DL 240 38 A2 TR R T IR Bk
JEIFRL/INGE A S8 T A o BRI £ R R L3 IR
Kadr 40 AP /NER A 0,2,5 AN /NER I BURT H 1K
5 2 U A5 R L TP IR 3R A B A 2 2R
W], BT CTD NCTD fir i il 19 ' 4 U5 58 3
G B R AR NER'E R TTRE . LI 4,

A B C

4 CTD 5 NCTD 33 /)s B % i 5¢ £iE K K2 B9 % 1 ( PAS, x 600)
Fig. 4 Pathological changes in kidney in mice after treatment with

CTD and NCTD (PAS, x600)

4 itig
o 25 M) 0 4 25 BE 2K A R O 3 R, 2 2
WG R WAEAE I A K. B iln k5 &
WY X B A MM E A BN N
CTD''*"', NCTD [ #F % LAk, LLK KK CTD
JB% e b, O A S A B A BTz
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I R

ASZ ¥, CTD f1 NCTD 7E R & 1/2 LD, F,2
JEVBsF ) I /N B AR T AN [ A 25 1 S AN ) ) 2
arEM R, WG BRI E], CTD 7E 24
T R R R KPR IEAR SR CTD
A1 /IN B & 2B B S A A K R . NCTD A5 AN [R] 1)
PR SR, 5B SR A 5 . A B E R
T AR SRR AR SOk 4 B e 7 2 B A
R AT B A AH OC Sk JFIE B R T A2 1 8 5

ALT J& i 5 JHF 460 403 P2 B8 1) — > S 248 b, XY 1T
200 60 A8 e | 0 L S 3 1 8 0, AT R 5 DA 4 i Y
etk BRI L BT A S ™ R s — 4
WAL W PR L IR S 25 4y, AST 2 i 2 F A il o
45 R R W NCTD 7E i 551 5 st sf [B] B PN 2 48 366 BH I
B0, R IAE ALT KV Tk b i AST 3625 5, ¥
TN ] 4 25 R0 P B 400 9 40 3 A B K e B IR
LRRIR . CTD A7 2 B0 H X BT IO A4 452 28 5[4 ] i
s CTD fE UL &~ %F I E L 2L 3 45 B e . BUN J&
Ml i B T RE A EE B AR AR, B /D BR B R R AR Bl
W REATHE, SR A6 B IET AR 208 L R W
PR TE A B S5 FEAE AL . 25 L iR NCTD X5 ik 41 41
() 2 PE 3 F o B i, CTD 78 BUN KF | Jf Ak £
SR R B 2 A A5 AR L de AR R, — 2
NCTD ()2 V0 8% B S JH I F0E I, — J& NCTD K
FE G BU B A, ki E . CTD B
A I B 4 R AT R 2 CTD 7R G R AE
X E L AU A . AR B T NCTD [R] #E %
B HH B 0 AR, CTD 32 22 8 7 T /N i A s
IO St R A

P25 SR T 25 W) 1 A 2R S 1) b D R A, T
AE 55 B 5] PR 28 9T 5 B0 24 ) 1 10052 T i oA 3 8 4
TR R R AR LE K A (HAE NCTD R4
2,2 ~3 A H AT BT AL, OB R RO B
PR I T S 3 A A R B R 56 A
S /N BRI — e FRE 3 d S TR IR 5 2, B R 2
JE| 2 A 3 U e 320 A7 24 258 B At Ty 18T 245 4 N ) VT
W20 DT, A S 6 A ST 24 B R R RRE I
FE 2 JE I 45 25 I [ J5 AT AR T 2 B 1 S o B TT
FFTE 172 LD 0 &~ , 2 PEmf [a] 9 NCTD 3 2 55
FOLRSEE N T B 441, CTD S/ i LIS B 1% 1 384 1
F o J5 82340 I HE— 25 A6 AN [R] ) S R K B ) 36 E
NCTD F1 CTD X} %% 20 2L 8% B 8 3 2 L, ok L8P
24 1) B RO SRR S 1k

T AT R TE B 1 K ST 23 T A T 24 4 24 S
<122 -

A AR, CTD R KA A= ¥ NCTD 2 3 i #1 i PP1

L PP2A S BB 4 ! AT NCTD, CTD

AL R AT JI 4 PP2A 4 58], i Ho iy 7 CTD 1&

PG 37 83 0 A B HE R 52 PP2A o

7~ CTD,NCTD 74 P 4 285 B 48 [n) #4777 1 7] BE A7

TEW 25, AWF5 &K CTD, NCTD 16K A & 3

GHATE SR NCHEAS AAEE R RS e
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