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[ Abstract] Tumors are new organisms formed by uncontrollable cell proliferation of local tissues driven

by various oncogenic factors. The cause of tumors is unknown with life-threating outcome. Tumors can be
classified into benign tumors, borderline tumors, and malignant tumors according to their pathological
properties. Among them, malignant tumor is commonly known as cancer, with no specific medicines or reliable
cure means, so this is a hot spot and difficult point in current medical research. In ancient literatures, there are
many records about the efficacy of Chinese herbal medicine in treating tumor, and modern pharmacological
researches have shown that more and more active ingredients of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) have
gradually highlighted their inhibitory effect on various types of tumor. Caulis sinomenii has been used for
treatment of rheumatic diseases in TCM for a long history. Sinomenine is a major bioactive alkaloid presented in
C. sinomenii, which has demonstrated a wide range of pharmacological activities such as anti-inflammation,
immunosuppression, analgesia and sedation, and due to its slightly soluble in water, it is commonly used in
clinic in the form of hydrochloride, with its commercial name of Zhengqing Fengtongning. Recent studies show
that sinomenine alone or combined with chemoradiotherapy can inhibit growth of several tumors significantly or
in a synergistic way, so it is termed as an inhibitor of tumors. Anti-tumor effect of sinomenine involve inhibition
of tumor cell proliferation, induction of tumor cell apoptosis, blockade of tumor cell cycle, suppression of
tumor invasion and metastasis, induction of autophagy of tumor cells, and reversal of multidrug resistance of
tumor cells. Upon combination with nanomaterials, it can enhance efficiency and reduce toxicity. Here we
summarized and reviewed recent advances on basic anti-tumor research of sinomenine, and then made a
classification and description according to its in vivo and in vitro pharmacological action and mechanism of
action, so as to elucidate the great potential of sinomenine as a promising anti-tumor drug, and provide reference
for further research on its anti-tumor mechanism.
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Fig. 1 Chemical structure of sinomenine
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P 41 ] il R HC.C827, H460 1 H1975 41 Jify 4% % , H.
5 bR 7 W B R 1L 4H 2 11 H3 S10(p-H3 Serl0) % ik
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il L J7 7% MDA-MB-231 Fl MCF-7 4 jifg Hh 5-758 it 48,
PR g BE A% A (BrdU) BH M 40 i R JF % 5 H0E 1
JIANG 251500 75 7 5% (0.36,0.61 mmol- L") fE ] T
i %55 NCI-H460 4 g 48 h, 45 5 3 B, Ca 4K #fi 1k
feas 48 A M T/ (Annexin V) A4 40 g H 5] &
FRI S AR 3, L R A A v L A i B AR A
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ik, I G 2R AR R A4 AR R IR R R A7, R A
Jifs 4 & -C (Cyt-C) Jf- I ¥ Caspase-3 Fl Caspase-9,
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EC9706 21 Jitd % iy ) SO 5 FEHL A T fig 5 F A%
HH-70(Ku-70) , % 8 H -86 (Ku-86) M E 41 fE H A
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HE Wr 24 (DSBs) B 2, 1 il #% & 1 -80 (Ku80) Al
Rad51 % DNA $ii ) [ )i 1& & H ¥ (DSBR) i & 35 ,
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A K BRAIA S ST % B, T % IE FH IR T
if bR B s B 1(CTR1) Fl Bax & FI7KF- LA
LR VR A e H K S-5% 7% Wl - (GST-7 ) F1 Bel-2 45 1
KPR 75 5 £F 4E AR HT-1080 ZM g i 1. ZHOU
SRR oY B, Y R B4 9 5 LY 294002 (PI3K/
Akt 38 H 4 1 770 ) & PD98059 (ERK 18 1% 41 il 71 ) 3¢
FH I, % i 8% NCI-H460, NCI-H226 Il NCI-H522 4
L= A O R R TV BLAR X T =2l
i fi 95 20 M O T 3R R S0 PI3K/AKt, Je 22 3L
J T A B 18 RS (MEEK ) /ERK AT BE 4 7 8 B bt
Jigg BV ZE AL o 25 b, 35 R R A R BB AR YT 24
Yo al o [6) 4% Bt b g A L 5 R 32 2 i
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TR NS S 7 o R T W N 1 57 T s A
ROS, MAPK, JAK/STAT, PI3K/Akt, MEK/ERK,
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PR PR T AR S FE IR A K.

2.3 FE A0 n e R a2 A o 1) 4y
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DNA & 84 (S#1) 5 DNA & MU 1 (G, 481) , LA M Ak
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(CDKs) 1] 4% il 240 g i 38 A= A gs 1, 5 40 il )5 0
M (cyclin) 45 & 0l {40 i 8 01 0F % iz 5% . Hoh ik
5 20 i JED S0 IS 2 R AN A T 8 A Y O — A
e N YANG %520 5% 3 0, 7 7 el nl o o
W55 IV 98 4 i G S BEL Y L 910 1) COX-2 % 3 DI 4100 4
S g SW 116 40 8 5 . LISV BF 9% K BH 35 i
i 38 3k R 4 A 2 o e A o PR (21
p27) 35, AT K I cyclinD, , CDK 4, 5 iz 1k A1
JI65 B 240 Ji 99 & 11 (p-Rb) , cyclinE, filt 4L £ {4 4 +F &
H 7(MCM7) #il PCNA ) % ik , %5 5 ZL IR 5 MDA-
MB-231 Fl MCF-7 40 Jit J& 191 G,/S I BH . LU 46
T F W, 75 e A8 2 400 1 Survivin 2 =, 1 p21
Feik B HCC JH i 40 & JA 30 T G I A1 G 1 .
HE %57 3 B, 75 7 i 32 2 3 1o 9 i 0 2R A5 8 0R
K F 2 1 B 1 (SIRT1) Ay £ 35, L M N 7
(pS3)H AR IE K L WA 5 S UST Al U251 I I
40 ) G/G B A . JIANG 257 WF 58 £ B, 35
Tl Tl SEL 47 A Jie JoR B 240 it 9% U8 7 il SF767 4 it J& 31 T
G/G W, 5 i p21 ik K. XIEHVHEIT 253
FE0, T EE A M pChk2, p21 F 3k, 14l cyclin
A-CDK2 ¥ ¥ AT 75 7 & AR HOS 1 U,0S 4 Jif S
B . XU U B gE R B, T e B E o Bl
cyclinD,, CDK4, CDK6 2 i& , M ifij B #fF 89 £ 9%
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W, 9 B BB anti-TfR mAb th [d % 5 AT &
HepG2 8 1= L 7T fig 55 175 5 96 40 B S5 190 S/G,
BELAF A G . FU S 5% 22 B, 55 1 o6 m] 35 4
4 8% 9 (ESCC) X il 7 0 BUSE M: 5 FLHL I 5 3 i
T cyclinB, fil CDK 1 i 3 1515 58 4 g G,/M 1 FH
WEA G o 2 b, 7 T BRI A ) R AR 2 R
s HBHH T GJ/G,, S, Gy/M ], H LTI 3= 22 5 18 42 40
it ] R O 5 IR R R A K

2.4 POHIE R 22 HEAS Wk R Y S BEARRAE
BAREE R M e % B A0 355 i 97 20 B 2
B F 241 i 1 5 BT (ECM) I B8 17 28 45 145 9 A G
B S e b R ) T A (EMUT ) fff 968 48 i 2L
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RS R B 0, DT JE BT 1 8 v kT
A EMUT Sy 400 il i e 4= 28 2 B 1) 2 BEHL TR 22— .
GAO S5 "F5¢ & B, 75 Ji Bl = 22 38 2 1 4% miR-29/
T2 2 P 40 MO SE T~ N -4 (PDCD-4) 4fl , PDCD-4 ik —
A BH W INK, MEK/ERK 18 % , M 1 300 #2098
MDA-MB-231 il MCF-7 40 i 7 28 56 %% . W% % %
T-«kB(NF-«kB) 2 — M EEWEZERHA T, 252/
YL RO R T AL A R AR T 2 B A
g3 W LA K 4 A JE 0 AR B A R Y. SONG
SRR oY 25 SR B, T I 8 1 410 ) IL-4/miR-324-
Sp/¥r CUE %5 #4 38 % (1 (CUEDC2) #li , 411 i 1 iR 1k
NF-«B 1 #1988 (p-TKK ) , F 5 &30 ] NF-«B i
B B S, DT 0 ) LR 9 MDA-MB-231 F14T1 4
iR 28 % . SONG %7 J5 i WF5¥ 3R B, 75 7k Bk
ok N T 4 8 B (MMP) -2, B E R E
(Vimentin) , IL-11, cyclinD, il Bcl-2 B £ ik , I+ 3171 1l
NF-«B # i 1 NF-«B 4 5 () SHh {5 53 #% 09 ¥ 7
AT 40 5 7L AR 8 MDA-MB-231 4 i 55 %% . ZHANG
SRR ST R B, T O T 400 o) LR 98 240 B e o A
A T A 0 A8 T R Ak, DT 2l i R i S R PR
B2 s AL 5 T R AR M A A B B £ A 20 AR
KB (bFGF) , 75 5 I 1 1a(HIF-1a) R 35 , Jf
b O A R Il /N AR T 4 (PF4) IR K
B M LN WL RS B R R X
Fi B I & A, OF B BB E B & R R RBE TR
ZHANG %53l ik 0k N AR 52 % B0, 75 e B ] i 3
U /> 7L R 9 MDA-MB-23 1 #8507\ BRUAY 45 3 2k,
B 55 90 ) TL-8/A 2 WL 48 21 i B G 2 1 0 3K 32 1K
(CXCR1) %l 12 J5 3 2 5] (c-Fos) -6 £k T 40 g #% K 1
cl (NFATc1 )il #% A 3¢ . STAT3 & —Fh 2 5 ihJgi 40
M35 T RERBNCEES T R EH
JAK/STAT 1 MAPK 15 5 % S %34 75 ; JIANG
SECSIEgE R WD, T M A G a0 JAK/STATS3 3 %
MR 98 N- 55 & D (N-cadherin) |, % 5 B 1
(Snail) Fl Vimentin 25 [ £ 35, 0 E-45 % &5 A
(E-cadherin) 2 ik , 1 il EMT , M 1 4101 i fiti J88 A549
Y M2 2% . LIAEY 3B, 7 0k o o= 258 5 400 il 92
PR 1L-6 % 7K Ul 55 4 SOV 355, [) e 9081 48 A 2 1
5 JOHE 2 11 (CD44) BT 41 i 5% 5% 1 F (SOX-2) 1)
&K 40 R T 40 4R (CSCs) L I R I MMP-9,
1 MMPs 4L Ui 47 (TIMP ) -1 F1 TIMP-2 M i 41§
il ECM [ fiff 17 100 ) 7L 9 A M R 22 A A% o b Ab
SHEN Z£"°° & 01 | 5 1 B30 1o 410 ) miR-21 & 15 M ifij
94 TIMP-1, TIMP-2 Fl [z §% 5% & & 2 e 2 1R 45 1
- 180 -

(RECK) By %35 , JF T ¥ MMPs Fll % it 4 J&@ 3 1 i
J b % S 58 (EMMPRIN/CD147) 3 35 , M T 396 4%
EMT, & 240 1 Jifi %5 A549 F1 H1299 2 il {5 228 1 1T
B o YUAN %V B 58 & B, 5 kol 0 ) B
MKN45 F1 SGC-7901 4 fifl i # 1 (= 22 ML i 5 38 &F
- miR-204 3R 35 I 4 AR R TR Ak 2R 0K
(AMPK) % 4% W % #% & 1 (Wnt)/B - 4 & 1
(B-catenin) i J& A 5. ZHAO ZEP2 J B | 35 HE 7 nf
05 1 98 ACHN 1 786-0 41 ifg 15 28 1T %% M 1L 4 7k
o HoHLH 5 @ i F O MMP-2, MMP-9,
N-cadherin, Vimentin, Snaill, % 5% A 7 ( Twist) &
EMT # &8 1, B 2 1L 15 % & 5 8 1 (p-Smad2, 3)
F ik, I8 B-cadherin 4 il EMT £ X ; $& 7 75 B 0%
B 9 (ccRCC) 41 il R 12 28 ¥4 %% 55 8 % Smad/
EMT i 3¢ . JIANG 573 38 1k 4 41 52 56 FF 58 %
B, T AT ) N S5 B 41 R U877 il SF767 4H it
1= 28 B HLTH 5 38 5 30 1) NF-xB p65 &35 DA T 417 4l
MMP-2, MMP-9 & H % ik , Jf #l il Vimentin, Snail
Fl Slug (Snail2) £ H 45 W] BT n a5 W) 9 R B A K.
XTE %5258 o M P A0 52 08 A 95 45 SR 6 0, 75 1 o nT
P A 988 HOS F1U,0S 4 i (R 78 i #% , HbL il 3=
T3 53 5 5 DDR, _FH pChk2 7K 3, 7] B 3 i 1 461
Ak T 32 /K 4(CXCR4)/STAT3 {5 5 3 #% #F 1M F
P T I MMP-2, MMP-9, NF-«xB 3% 4 1% 1k H 7 it {4
(RANKL) Fl VEGF, M1 410 il RANKL 4~ 5 1) i ‘B
B A= BRI RY  B B 3R, VEGF, #5 I B 2R F
(CD147) Hl # A 5C B4 fob 98 1l 48 7 2 . XU S 3%
W, e i E b bR e R (ple) &R Rk,
cyclin D, #1 CDK4 £ 1 3 ik , IF 38 o 1)) il miR-23a 3%
50 PI3K/Akt, JAK/STAT3 i % , 41 1 1 5] it 98
PC3 AN MU B MIAT RS . T M 025 Bf 5¢ £, 35 i
A1 ) N T 0 P 4R 2B A RS T R S RN S R
H (CAV1) A1 F i SOX-2 #ikAH %K. LIU Z V5T
F W], 100 wmol- L™ 7 JH fid B H] 3.33 pwmol- L™ I 4
A PR [ 40 ) B 9 HGC-27 4 iR 28, IF s S T
25 B G R , B ER 1k Akt(p-Akt) 1 B-catenin # H 7K -
R HHL R AT R 5 T B8 o £ 9 # PISK/AKY
Wnt {5 530 [ 5k N 98 40 A 6H AR SO 06 o 45
e A e e AR 2 R RS DL AT Be e
JNK, MEK/ERK, IL-4/miR-324-5p/CUEDC2,
NF- kB, JAK/STAT3, AMPK, Wnt/8 -catenin, Smad/
EMT, CXCR4-STAT3, PI3K/Akt %5 i@ % , T ¥4
MMP-2, MMP-9, N-cadherin, Vimentin, Snail, I i
E-cadherin ¢ 75 1, DA K8 5 4 ¢ miRNA, I 3 45 42
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A5 A B PR 5 e i A A B PR =2 TS A G
2.5 SR AW B A ORS00 4 P
fift R G0, MR R R AR T AT A AR
R ML B R AL A PI3K I Akt Jy T B B Ei
i, HAKfE S T MmEMmEZLEA
(mTOR) Z 5 7 Wi 7L h & 40 Ja (% [ w3 #5577
DENG 45" BF 3¢ 3¢ B, 75 1 0 1] 12 3% T W p62 2 1
ik, EIH A WERONE H (Beelin) FIAEHEH 1 42
BES-NM /M ®HEN | HaE3-1(LC3-T/LC3-1 ),
i il PI3K/Akt/mTOR 75 5 40 Ml & A= A W, 1T 55
S H 9 ACHN 4 il R P8 1- . JIANG %57 B 5 45 1
FEUA 7 HEOGE i JH ROS /K-, i 38 7% INK 38
% I 40 ) Akt/mTOR 3 #% A 5 40 i B Wit | 6] 1 355 5
5 Sk N F (TFEB) K% 5 0F L 38 i ¥ B AR s 1215 =
JBE S5 B 40 L9 U7 FII SF767 iR T . JIANG %7
FWT T e e b A BT b i RS Cat VR B B IR 1L
A RAE 95T S (p-PERK) | B 9 1k 0 A% 4N
A B 4R T (p-elF2a) , B TR 1k P ot IRV 55 b 2
LB 5 5K W 1a (p-IREla) , T 45 & & 11 W 95 & 1
(CHOP) , i %% 1 15 4 11 (GRP78) 4 K 3k filh & ™ it
PO 7 38, 3 3k 75 S A L 1 W T A PN R A EMT,
B AN IR EMT, B 2640 6 15 BT BE 40 Mg U87 AN
SF767 41l i % F{2 728 . SUN &R oT 45 R W,
T B E 1 1 U Beclinl 2 1 3 1k & LC3- 1 /LC3-
I, JFHEn LC3 B A5 4=, & i p62 2 11 A& p-Akt Fl
% 12 1 mTOR (p-mTOR ) 7K -, M1 75 5 2B (5 3R I8
B16-F10 21 ffg 95 1= ; H AL %l vl 68 5 # # PI3K/Akt/
mTOR J& B M T BOE B AT OG0 25 1, 75 e B3l i
J# ¥ ROS, INK, PI3K/Akt/mTOR i % , UL Az i i N
o R) 38 S5 00 ) A P A A R EMT, S R 45 B A
O AR 175 T IR A 2R E

2.6 PUIMEI L2525 (MDR)  MDR 238 8 40 i X
97 25 ) 7= A T 2 1 26 LY MDR ATl 1o A [R] Y
AR T, BLAE 25 W A HERG I 24 4 B W D | i R
200 RN U T g B . Horp PoBE R 1 (P-gp)
A 5 B9 MDR J& 25 iz Ji A B g Ak o7 op i — > T 2
B A5, A0 53800 % MIDR (1) 56 I 2 o 35 98 I YA T 1Y
— N4 . LIU 4838 18 K Caco-2 41 M 5 88 T Ik
JEON W TE v R B A R b, SR T 2 2 45 R
Caco-2(MDR-Caco-2) 7l it & , % H 500 pmol-L' &
JHE % 2 25 48 h, 1] i@ 35 34 98 25 wmol- L' BT B 2 X
MDR-Caco-2 2 g 75 7 HI , AL ] 3 %238 2 NF-«B
AR 2 25T 25 5L 1 (MDR1) fil COX-2 (1)
ik, DT 30 4 P-gp K Wi 8 B K E,(PGE,) ) £ 35 .

CHEN 45V BIF 53 45 S 3 W, 95 e 0 5 o] 8% 28 S ik 22
Fb 5L 56 AT 05[] 5 Bt 2531/DOX 5 Jbk 9 41 Jiid MDR
T Bl 30 3 7R AR P T R B IO R 40 M P-gp 53K
1798 /0 25 4 A0, 6] B 3 5k - 8 Bax 2635 5 5 9 4N
JHL R T, DT 396 % 1% e 958 MDR .
2.7 ZEEGURMEL YUK KL (NPs) Ol — Bl 4k
R PR AY S 1 ) NPs T 38 a7 24 W e AL
AN 11 20 2l 4 R P AT 386 24 40 7 S 28 5 9 W i
Gy AT, DT K B 3G RO R R A H . R
SO o ) A T IR FLIR Rk MR AL R K
PE4E L R E 94 KR (SPTN) 75 1 B 7L 1R 2 3L 2 1R
R WA KL (SPN) |, PR A1 32 56 45 SR 3 W1 H: 3 223
i S A RN IR AR A I, B S-RUR
W WE VS W (FS) B 75 JHE Bl /K V5 W (SS) AH L, XoF AT 9
HepG2 40 il A= & B 77 . 35 400 75 1 5 44 Py 1 5% 38
A ST 1 K T v U B A G B HCa-F 41 il /s BUBE
U TE 25 24 59) S R0 ()RR [R) 09 2% 00, Sk b e 44 R
BT A 40 ) 2 58 55 /KK i SPTN, SPN,, FS, SS.
P75 5 SIN WA LL , SPTN ik 51 4 [w) 245 %5 i ]y 21>
2 23500, I T e H B R £ A E], SPTN i F
FOAAR CRLAR R HL AT A5 B T SIN B 240 L B 4 b
B I A R A T I A AT A T e R 4R
JLXF 98 HepG2 41 i i 40 1 76 F 5 51 B, 36 4% 5
(49 400 K R X T e B 7S 4 e HE T S0 B O B A
FH . bR 5844 B0 25 W 45 A 35 Y 4 9 K 4 RETT
oy R PEFLIRUREE O T e A i — 25 BT o F 5
B oK AR A AR AL e AT
3 iFig

T O AL g v B 250 XU Y 32 S
By AER — Bl AT Tz 2 B M 0 A 2
TEIG PR LA TR W JF & B 5t . Bl B 2 1
K J i 245 25 BRAE D B FEAL A5 21N I b 4R & R i
J& T RO IR A S L R TR . 2R A DL BT
W, A L S AT O i SRR TR R
5 5 TR A0 B 0 T @9 ] PIBK/Akt/mTOR,, DA K&
L N g AR S R A i 5 ()3 1
EMT P K i 8 Az 1, 300 6 Iob 9 440 e 4R 28 e B8 s @
o A 0 R R DR R FL AR 1 SRk BHL M 4 i R
1 ; ® 1 175 5 DNA i 44 2 4 il DSBR, 5 5 I g8
P8 T 5 © 8 2 9 ) FL At A G A5 5 4% 538 I, 400 41 20
L3845 3 Ak 375 5 LR T 5 QO3 58 o8 o Ak T 11
TR | I B R 22 2T 24, BIL A DL IR 2.

TR A P AR A1 S 56 B 7 e AL A A AE
1) e e 98 6 A L 3 1 e B 22 S R0 o /T I T A
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Fig. 2 Main anti-tumor mechanisms of sinomenine

PE, HOF5E R, & I S-FU A LU 25 5 L 7
U/ W 2 1 ) A R R B ) S R PR B S e T
B A 25 0 R d VR R BT 2
BOWCEE W ARE DR B S A, R B L G s
il 9 P A5 B R 0 5T 0 UE S, P RE o | R Y
S (CIBP) J&: e ™ HE A5 BEPE 0 2 — |, 2 i 30 0
SiE F8 1 R ORI, 22 % CIPB IR 2 P A
6T F Bt Z — ; CHEN %6 i 55 2 W, 75 10 i v] 18
i o N RS R 40 M JAK2/STAT3 I #f 48 JC
CAMK Il /CREB % Bk o 9 2 e JE 5 B 0 5 9 - A
WF 5T B, 5 BEBRAT A2 9 YLO64 76 w8 ¥k B isf o 1F %
21 i JC 40 Jif 4, ] 3 Ao B0 ) STAT3, [ i v g
T o v A PR R OO BE R A AR A o 5
2l P AT B 1 R 9 R . WET 287 2 X
i B A BRI C 3 A AT R Ak A BEAS B0 A R A AT AR
Yy, &5 5 3% 01 I A 2B ok 3L g 40 A 5 URE 4 i

Z i 98 A M L2 i i A0 N A R R B A R T
Yo AR EE— PR R 8 L, Tl i 2 AT

Z AR R iR 4 A, O ) e e SRR Y R

S5 20 i 24 I Pk Rt R SR TUR B 8 7 RER mT A

N — B ae g AR BB 259 LA B AR T 5 B
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T B B b HL AT A W 0 T R A R R )

WA 14 BT 5 IS, AEL i X AR DR e AR 24 9 1
Tl ARATS SR T 36 1 22 B A . AR BB D 24 T
R 26 T 58 A R, (ELRE T BIF 58 0 A7 AR 25 1, 7 Rk T
55 G AR BERHR T IR BT RO e PR AT R R 2
i B IS S . R AT R R W kD, 2
E S5 B 2 B8R IR 97 i 1 2% 3T 4R AT A
A, IR R 5 (TME ) I 7E i 2F 5 410 o) Jif Jed 1) 4z
R R AR T T R — R BTz 2
B B4 G 22 200 740 790, JFXH Je 98 s 5 R I 88 ok B B8
S5 5 0 A AL i oK 58 4 B, 5 7% E — 20 B9 B 50
VL B oS b R ) i AL R S B X 2 il H
T TR T 1) S DA A7 I R 0 7 22 3R A T L il
I A, BB A B BIF S 249 2 T 85y B — 1) i R 4
JE PR ELAS I 8 B 53t B0, I HL A e O S
e T B A0 A 9 R 0 S A B S IR R 2 S W
BT B X 22 b A [ i 58 400 Ak R B 4 T 9 A DU 9
ke ) BT e A P e R e X 22 i A S B A
5 DRRIRH 5C 8 45 A 9 4 b 2 DB AR LA A
T HE B 14T 5 A I BIL R o b R 2 AR R A —
S TR L b T N2 FUIR A, (ELA) 9K T vk A2 i S 1
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