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Research Progress on Anti-tumor Mechanism of Formononetin

ZHAO Yu-min, FENG Ye-wen, ZHANG Li, YU Cheng-hao’
(Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu 610036, China)

[Abstract] Formononetin is a kind of plant isoflavones extracted from medicinal herbs such as Trifolium
pratense , Astragalus membranaceus and Spatholobi Caulis have shown that formononetin has strong anti-tumor
biological activity, and can be used as an anti-tumor drug in the treatment of various malignant tumors. Many
studies so far have shown that formononetin can inhibit cell proliferation, induce cell apoptosis, inhibit cell
migration and invasion, and induce cell cycle arrest on tumors through a variety of molecular mechanisms and
pathways. These antitumor activities can be observed in cells of various tumors such as breast cancer, colorectal
cancer, prostate cancer, bladder cancer and lung cancer in trials and animal models. Examples of these effects
include triggering the generation of reactive oxygen species (ROS) , regulating phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase/
protein kinase B/mammalian target of rapamycin (PI3K/Akt/mTOR) and Mitogen-activated protein kinases
(MAPK) signaling pathways, inhibiting the activation of tyrosine kinase (JAK1 and JAK2 ) and nonreceptor
tyrosine kinase( c-Src) , and regulating cytokeratin 19(CK19) , matrix metalloproteinases(MMP) , microRNA-21
(miR-21) ,lamin A/C antibody(Lamin A/C) , expression of Cyclin D, and Cyclin E,. In addition, the anti-tumor
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effects of formononetin derivatives were reviewed in this paper. By modifying the chemical structure of
formononetin, many related derivatives have been obtained. Experimental results have shown that some
derivatives of formononetin have stronger anti-tumor activity and lower cytotoxicity, but the related molecular

mechanism of action still needs to be explored further in-depth. In conclusion, formononetin and its derivatives

may become potential anti-tumor drugs.
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JRLUR T, I A N Sl R v & 4 AR
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W8 R Ak 7K SF- , I LA £ AR 14 J7 =8 o H 5 S 7
P, fit ¥ Caspase-3 1Y 24 fift 1l Bax 1 35, @ HFIE
TIHEANSTHBEU0SHEHEWMERES T
miR-375 [ 3k 1, 45 0, 15 0 46 2 58 i ff
U20S 4l il 4 Bel-2 19 3% 35 FE AR M Bax (1 3% 3k 3 Jin
K5 T R AN MR T X AR R TR S AR AR
B VR B EE ARG PRRE e N B A3TS
2 ML v, AR AR 2R A S AR Bel-XL/Bax & % ik
B LL B, )5 3l Caspase-3 i 1215 5 A37S 4B/ 717
76N B §L 95 (A2780 FIl SKOV3 ) 41 Jifd rfr , #4746 5 [
fil. T MMP-2/9 2 [1 435 F1 ERK A9 R £k 7K 37, i fif
Bax/Bel-2 AR HE i, [5] 55 384 i 17 24 ## 11 Caspase-3/9
T 13X 2% B P A A6 2 RT B o SR AR DG Y R T
T AR 175 5 B0 SR AN R R T, R B O A0 R T A
00 ) B SR8 40 B AR 2R R VR Y

TE B 22 I BT 938 C6 4 Jfd v, B s s e B A
S HE R R TR AR 2R B (45 98 T & 1 Bax Al
Caspase-3/9 19 15 A, Wi 4T 98 12 25 A Bel-2 fliE
B 1 MMP-2/9 i 235 T I . WA X BT 78 Co6 2
JfL (¥ BALB/c /s Bl & B, 25 W) 356 T AE 14 Ah ml DL 2%
Ml Co 4l i) A KRR | o FRAG I & B0 g 1 25 )
Xof 70N B 26 T 4 A B R AR /N
1.3 IR MERE iR 28 MR i T8 5 R 28
ELAG AN 7 M X T TR & A R IR YT MR
1 Ji5 B2 A A7 T AR R VAR R o TR, B AR
a0 ) firb 3 4 B i) 1R AR R 22 B SR L
1.3.1 MMP MMP 2 N ik , 75 2545 B 2 R i
I o MMP RE 4% 0 I8 BT A7 11 2L % B (BMD) 11 40 fits 51
T (ECM) 40 770 i8S 5 3006 FRE AN [5] 1)
LS 7S B A B i S B Y 5 e a1 UK =
FEET, A TR RS T AN R R 1 RO B S R
PRl I T RE 1 R e R R A AR 7R
N 25 H W 9 HCT-116 40 M RN 25 B W 9 % %% kb
Lo Vo 21 il , Ak 46 28 38 38 I8 il 48 9 i 2B K R
(VEGF) , MMP-2/9 £ 14 % 5 842 1f 55 4= B B 19
FEIR R AN R AR, HOA B i A AR BRI R 22
ER, HOR RO A /N 5 i 48 25 ik Bl
PI3K/Akt il STAT3 {5 & it # , {ff miR-149 4 3 (1
R R B A2 1k 3 (EphB3) T i ¢ 3 i A &5 W &
(SW1116 Fl HCT116) 41l My iy A= & Ffz 287 7N
HFL IR MDA-MB-231 4 i b, £ 40 48 22 38 3 AR
PI3K/Akt {5 5 18 i 1 MMP-2/9 4 & 3 ok 31 i 2L i
I A0 M SR B MR 2B RE 7Y L TR AR AR K A R AIK

MMP-2/9 % [ %% 35 Fll ERK A9 B iR 1k 7K F 30 1) B £
Jii (A2780 il SKOV3) 4 i 3 78 1T B {228 . 7E
TR 28 I S5 98 C 6 40 it v, P A 4K 35 R s e Bk
A F AT P8 MMP-2/9 1 3¢ 35 FH il Co 41 g (1) iF
B IFBRAR M 25 M= A eAh  FEARAE B R s
e 0 8 S B A L[] e FH ATl b2 i TR C6 4
Hh i T2 25 4 Bax #1 Caspase-3/9 I # ik I, M T
5 MMP-2/9 F40 A 1288 1 Bel-2 B9 KRB FIEPET
T, DT 400 i S5 R A0 R ) 38 5 R AT A% O (2 1F 40 e
TR SR 2 YT AL . LR 2 AR R R,
5 B b (P RS S e A L, B R SR HE R Y
TRIT RO IE BEAR T 25 1
1.3.2 Lamin A/C Lamin A/C &k #% JIE $2 it & 22
G5 AL RV 15 % () e 0 EE I BE AR 1, FE 22 ROk
i e v ] Dl S E SR IR, RTRE 2 WU A P A R 1
W g (0 VR AR AR AR B 2 — o CK19 J& 40 it f 3R
FEIGER , EEAT LR 40 i b, 2 H n 4 i
B — ] 2R W 78 R 2 W b G
L A R B CK19 RIS N, HRR N2 o @
Ak B BEAR, 40 G B8 BE 1 PR {K . Lamin A/C I
CK19 76 Jif 98 1 & A= A& e vh i 4 ¢ AR .
YING %55 PEAG T 22 A 46 38 X B i g 09 Bt ek gge 1
FH A AR A1 52 36 0F 5 o 25 A 4 25 AL B0 N S T i
CNE2 4 Jifd 3% 0 4 410 1] 40 B 185 5 A2 32 40 Jf 9 = 4
il 200 G R AR AR A M R R VR . L A AR
JH A HIL R 3 238 B 40 S 9 Bel-2, ERK1/2, Lamin
A/C I CK19 1 35 /K F-REAL, 2 4 122 1 Bax Y
LRI A
1.3.3 BEE S T -1a(HIF-1a) /4 H 132 1k 4
(CXCR4) #i CXCR4 J& T G & 1 M B % &k
(GPCR)MIZ 5 . HIF-1a 2 Z M 25y S 40
R 7 8 2% 07 HIF-1a 36 3K 38 n w] 14 fin
CXCR4 %¢ 6 ZE Wl 09 76 M . © & # HIF-1a/CXCR4
il 5 4% 0 R e R ML A O RIS MR A
SRS AR AL 2 5 4 ) N FLAREE MDA-MB-231
i B Hf HIF-1a 1 CXCR4 Y K35, Xf HIF-1a/CXCR4
SR AT 7 A DA T AT 400 B P B B S R T A
ik HIF-1a A HGIH 5 A6 48 2 % CXCR4 1 K 3k 8 45 L)
T Xt Pofr 98 40 A 1 56 RN 5 RS 04 90 AR L, R &
HIF-la AJRE R MM A6 M AL s, R
& H R 7E HIF-1a/CXCR4 il | B9 BF 58 0 8 S T A0 46
Z5 40 T e TR A0 B S A% R 4R 28 1 I 5 R AL TR Y O
] A0 B ML 75 AT 3 — 2B oY
1.4 5S40 MR ARk T ARIE R A
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55 40 B S A o AR A HRGE . TSR R
i Akt A S 0005 S BT R S 2 Rl D
Je A 4 s b A R A R, A 4 FL R (MDA-MB-
468, MCF-7, SK-BR-3 fil MDAMB-231) 4 fifi"**** ,
i % B 9 (PC-3 F1 DU145) 40 g% F1 45 s
(SWI1116 I HCT116) 4 3™ . 2249 4 % 3 i B I
5 B 6 PC-3 41 i Akt 85 2 1k, W] i 95 48 it J1 19
AH G EE 1 D, (Cyclin D) 1 JE 1 26 140 5 4 3% ity 4
(CDK4) 1y 3¢ 35 7K S I 55 57 fa RO 1 | I3 2405 5 i
G| i 9% PC-3 41 Jif JE 3 L T GG . e Ah  F
ST R W2 AN AE & 1l i FE AR Cyclin D, #1 Cyclin E
FE KRN AR 11 35K (A B AR R 5 P21 R P27 () 3R 35 L B
1M oA I 4 40 i ] 3 O 75 5 L IR 98 MCF-7, SK-BR-3

R1 EHEROHMEE ST RS FIE

M MDAMB-231 41 it B 7 T G, 91" . 76 N 25 W5 9
(SW1116 Fl HCT116) 48 il p , 72 4F 46 2 i@ i & M
Cyclin D, 1Y 23k , ¥ 4H g J& 199 BHL i 72 G,/G, 52, AT
00450 235 M s A B ) 2B KT A B Y g A L B
4 i A% TR (PCNA) A7 35 FH B9 X & L 1 PCNA 1
FIk 5 2L B AR B RS W AR OG . PE AN
£ R 38 o /> PCNA 5 11 1Y 32 35 % 3L I MDA -
MB-468, MCF-7 1 SK-BR-3 4l Jifd 2 Jfd, J& 35 BH. i T
(CI I NI [ 2 S e OB 7 R <N N T =
W A8 R AE T AS [R) 3& 428 9 77 56 5 40 ik J1 393 90 05 591
R -1 2R 3K 7K 7 DRI 375 5 400 ) 3004 0 A G O
S 3R Bl g A R S R A L TS AR AR R B e
YE IR K 5y Fis i WLER 1.

Table 1 Involved molecular mechanims in anti-tumor activity of formononetin

25 AR 411 i/ 4 A 5 Y2 I3 FHL
PN s T24 40 20,40,80 wmol-L"! T B-catenin mRNA 19 & 35 31 ] T24 4t fitd 34 56 014
T24 4 )i 50,100,200 wmol-L-! T4 miR-21 2 35 3 10 1) T24 40 i 14 58 , il PTEN 234
KA p-Akt 3k R 0S)
BALB/e/Mil 25.50,100 mg-kg' WEAI ER1, P53 A ERBB2 9 22 ik 1 il 401 04 1 , 5 40
/I BRI 9 B i e OO
ER* MCF-7 #l T-47D 4il g 25,50,100 wmol-L"! 1 1H ERB A 2 35 0 16 41 At g 5 21
MCF-7 4}l ; BALB/c /)7 il 10,20,30,40,60,80, 100 wmol-L-'; i IGF-1/ PI3K/AKt {5 53 % 2% 1% I 300 ] 200 6 382 98 135
20,40,80 wmol-L"! A SRR T Go/G W05 P AR B P9 RS g 2 K
EEAERE T U20S 41 20,40,80 wmol-L"! [% Ik Bel-2 2635 , #4 Il Caspase-3, Bax Y 2635 /K F ; [

HONE1 4l its

5,10,20,40 pmol-L"!

10, 25, 50 pmol-L;

A% ERK 4 1R A 1 I Akt 25 375 12)

VR Akt R £k 7K A I 38 K Bax/Bel-2 FL{E MY
Akt &1 Fll Caspase-3 i ] I 451 25 240 fifd B 4 AR50

BTG p38 MAPK # i fb /K V)5 5 3 Akt 19 235 , 1
Bel-2 7K 3 Fil R 4 Bax 26151451

HeLa4ilJitd ; BALB/c # 1, s,
20,40 mg-kg
PC-3 4 Jif 25,50,100 wmol-L"!
T24 41 i 50,100,200 wmol-L"'
MDA-MB-468 4fl fifd ; nu/ 150 wmol-L"';50 mg-kg!
nu /DR

U266 I RPMI 8226 4
B s nu/mnu /N R

MCF-7,BT-474,SK-BR-3
HIMDA-MB-2314 41l Jif

LNCaP il PC-3 4ii i

DU-145 4 jity
BALB/c# i

CNE2 4il it

MCF-7 4 Jfd
MKN-45 2 Jfi

50,75,100 pmol-L"';20 mg-kg!

10,20,40,80 wmol-L"!

20,40,80 wmol-L"!

25,50,100 pmol-L"!
10,20,40 mg-kg!

10,20,40 pmol-L"!

40,80 pmol-L!

20,40,80 pg-mL"!

JHE miR-21 /21 PTEN/Akt i@ g1
i Akt fry 3% 7

[H. W NF-«B 18 % , PI3K/Akt 18 % F1 AP-1 & H 0I5
1074 200 it it g 480

T Akt B R 1k K F 42 F MK 2206 %F PI3K/Akt i #%
BEL U 7 i 1497

K % ERK1/2 /5 1y MAPK {5 5 8 }% , 5 3 Bax
mRNA FIEE [ 3£ 35 7K -1 i 52

% RASD1 il Bax 2 1 15 5 7=
% MAPK 5 555 S 7R 1515

FA I Bel-2, ERK1/2, Lamin A/C Fl CK19 33k, i 40
P A 8 T3 1 Bax G554

I ERK W 2 1k -5 5 40 ffa o 7059
PTG NF-wB {5 538 % 0E 17375 5 40 i o 17059
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gR1
2y HAE A1/ B 4y A 70 25 2y 53 FHL
U266 Fil RPMI 8226 4ii Jifd ; 100 pmol-L"';20 mg- kg™ B ROS /K, 4l STAT3 Fil STATS AU {5 5 98k, F
nu/nu # 5 STAT3/STATS (1 35 ik , [R] B 41 il JAK-1, JAK-2 FlAE
c-Src 1) 315 5
HeLa 41 fifd 25,50,75,100 wmol-L"! 15 ROS K-, il b (A I8 1 3 A% 28 b R 5% #8137
[ AL AN Caspase-9/3 ¥ i , i i ROS A3 #1 il MRP, [F] i}
TR LR AA 1) P IR R AR TR B T 2 AR T AR 10
A549 % i 40,80,160 pmol-L"! T ¥ Cyelin E, 235 1M 5% Wi 40 it & 41, 9F T 98 Bel-2 Al
VR Bax 3K 10 Ji 3 20 i g e
A549 FI NCI-H23 4l jfi 50,100,150,200 wmol-L"! IR P53 7 Ser15/20 (14 B 2 AL 7K O | Jf- 4 o A 5 0
1, f2 F Caspase-3 1) 24 fif Fll Bax (1) 1k 103
U208 4 Jifd ; #1 20,40,80 wmol-L"';80 mg kg ¥ S miR-375 ik F M, Bel-2 B9 36 1K B A 1fif Bax ()
FE K3 e
A375 4 25,50,100 pmol-L"! U /N Bel-XL/Bax 2 [ #3519 Lo 4], A 1fii Ji 3l Caspase-
3RARIHE T 40 U 7160
TR /R 2% HCT-116 #l LoVo 4fi ffd ; 200 pmol-L"';20 mg-kg F i VEGF ., MMP-2/9 % [ 46 3 B 2 1145 A6 1 A T 11
BALB/c/IMi Feik , BAPUMAE A= L FAIPTIR 2 /1R AT
MDA-MB-231 Zi fi ; 2.5, 5, 10, 20, 40 pmol-L"; F&fIK PI3K/Akt (5 53 f o MMP-2/9 ) 3k
BALB/c# 10,20 mg-kg!
A2780 Fl SKOV3 4 Jif] 80,160,240 wmol-L"! [ I MM P-2/9 2K 4 2345 FIl ERK A 8 2 16 K 1001
C6 4 i 80 wmol-L-! T A MMP-2/9 iy 2 35 R ] Co 40 il i1 i 75 173
C6 41 il ; BALB/c /)N, 18 mg-kg! PR T2 M (Bax Fll Caspase-3/9) (234 L, i i # 2E 1
(MMP-2/9) FILI T 8 11 (Bel-2) i 2 15 A% 1 R e
CNE2 4 10,20,40 wmol-L"! 40 1 4 Bel-2, ERK1/2, Lamin A/C Fl CK19 19 % ik /K
SRR, TR 98 T 2R 1 Bax 19 2 3A 7K 1Y
MDA-MB-231 4l fifd 5,10,15,20 pmol-L"! T 42 7L 988 40 B of HIF-1/CXCR4 15 55 5 5 5% Wi 938
1 0 8 5 A0 B U
WA PC-34ii 25,50,100 wmol-L! M Akt B2 1k, T 9 Cyclin D, #ll CDK4 [ 42 i 7k -0

H: =)iiin
Wi e MCEF-7, SK-BR-3 il MD- 40,80 wmol+L"

AMB-231 4 }fi

SW1116H HCT116 41 i 20,50,100,200 wmol-L!

MDA-MB-468, MCF-7 il 40,80 pmol-L!
SK-BR-3 4 fifl

[%AI% Cyclin D, H1 Cyclin E, & X #18 1 2 15 [ 15 194
5 P21 F1 P27 F k184

T34 Cyclin D, B3k ¥
/> PCNA & 11 1 R 156

240 M A B L 7 G /G i 17!
A S S B T G )

2 EWEENTEY

AT e B, 5 1AL A L, JLRP B Y s
1 A6 25 A 1 19 1 AT A 0 A B Ik R O P D TR D A
B, acE =D B A R R RRAR T 259 7
PR OB RAE SIS WK 3 AR PR R Y 30
FUAEIT AL LG 5 i 5 4 48 2R 0 4 S0 b 9 T
1724 767 b 3B e s BUAR L B, A& 9 04 e i 9
W PE AR AL A B . REN 255 BF 5 R 2240 4
A I T iAW 6d Foen [ 2 4 vk B (1C,)
3.8 wmol- L™ ]38 &F FH i 241 A J5) 101 T G/M 1 fnifs &
S0 B T, W 4G B HCT-116 40 Jif 26 30 AR X T
O AL R TSR A PO TR . AR — TR,
WA &= - = m A& R R T AR W 81 (IC,,
1.97 pmol- L") i# i 4 17 MAPK Hl Wnt {5 5 i & 41

il 75 41 Bt PC-3 41 M 1 26 K IF 5 S A i e 1
LIN ™G W T — RV WAL R0 EY  7E X
AT A Y T, 4v(1/4 1C,, 14.5 nmol- L") XF FL IR 8
MDA-MB-231 4ff ] & B8 1 55 2 A7 2% 04 Bt 488 58 3 1k
i# i F % EGFR/PI3K/Akt/Bel-2 A 5 3E T J5 3 1
(Bad) 1 EGFR/ERK 2k £ 24 5 7t MDA-MB-231 4
R T A TS . 7E YANG S5 B9
P A AT A2 0 10a(1C,, 0.277 wmol- L) ] 41146
JHF 968 44 B HepG2 1y 4 K (R 28 FNAE#% |, 3 2 3d i
Caspase IR 1215 5 Il i AS49 41 I8 58 1= I 410 1 122 21 g
Wi Caspase-8 [ i5 . BRI, 5L R AT AW 7E
N BN PNE L G AR NV NV WL R
PE, IF H O IE & 4008 R IR EE v, RS ARAE R
BT A AT LAAE SR Vs 7 18 25 A 45 25 I
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3 INEERE SULR I ST L SR T LR T R O I IS ST

TERAE R PR S R R & L R
Ge Wb DR FR G0 B B R G0 S A5 R R G R e )
LWETE o R 22 I B 2 B, 25 A A 2R o B
T2 240 356 53 R T RN R R R U 45 U LA B 0 i
i 96 41 it 1 1 RS R4 28 & PE DU AE . o6 T
il 388 78 4 43 F AL A2 FF WNT/B-catenin {55 5 i # ,
miRNA , PTEN/Akt i % , ERs, PI3K/Akt {5 5 1 % &
PS3fE 5K, t“HAERBE MMM E TS
ROS 7K V-3 i, e ki Ak A 5 19 4 12 3% 12, MAPK 3%
2 898 T A0 PIBK/AKt AR A 56, X R ALY
JE Y T B0 U T8 Bax Y3 N, B T K H Bel-2
AR A, 340 8 T 40 5% 2 Caspase-3/7 24 it /K SF- 7
A EFMREAMIE T, KREZBEZEFE
EHR AN, TR AR F A T 0 ORI R TR AR T
5 AKtRIEAR L. A, PSR AE FE K IE MAPK 5 %
i AT DS B0 R T AR R R AR K . 1 AR
A8 3R I 3 2ok A ) A0 A AT RS AR 2R e ) R R T
fif R34 ) . 35 B T X STAT3 {5 53l 4% 1y 4100 7
R VEGF, MMP-2/9 3 [ ik . i & 3 PI3K/
Akti% 4, Lamin A/C 554 %, CK19, ERK1/2 i 1%
H HIF-1a/CXCR4 %1 75 15 1 48 28 T i I8 41 i i 7% Al
REMIHEIER D REEZ/EN., XLk
VE R LA A0 ) 40 e 165 G 35 5 A B 0 T L 5 A N
05 i LA B o A A B FAR 28 . Ak, — S AT
A=Wy S s LT AR 3R AR B TR 8 T R O A A
FARR . SR, BT A X SE S TAE AR 2 AE b
20 i R T 5 P RS A Bl R AL v HEAT Y B T L
A i PR AT 9% BE — 20 PEAL 5 4 48 R LE BB AR 7
45 ol Bl JR7 o B A SRR R e L AR AR R AT AR
Yy LA AT R 550 1 T AR 4 ) B R A F
% LA PR 3 Bl R 4 Ak 6 0 00 AR 3 R O I DR 24
R A . TR AR R Y BT R I AR
FE R LI JeE 25 %) R DI R BT i e 1 B 468 35 25 9 o
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